WINKLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 28th June 2006, 7.30pm in Winkleigh Community Centre.
Present:
Cllrs King, Bowers, Cowle, Camilleri, Griffiths, J.Turner, Leahy,


Hodgson & DeLouvois
Apologies:
Cllrs Stutt & N.Turner

The minutes of the meetings AGM in May were confirmed and signed as a correct record following the insertion of Cllr Leahy declaring an interest and leaving the room for item 8.5.6 a ii.

1.6.6. REPORTS
Cllr Leahy reported that Highways have advised her that the grit bins in Winkleigh will be removed if they keep being tipped over. It was agreed to raise this matter at the site meeting with DCC.

DAPC: Cllr J.Turner reported on the last DAPC meeting advising that discussions had centred around the issuing of bylaws.

FOOTPATHS:  The Clerk reported that she had received formal notification of the order to divert Footpath no 14. Winkleigh. Notification to be posted in the Notice Board.

DISTRICT COUNCIL: Cllr Cowle reported that there would be a Farmers Market at Bideford Quay on 1st July. Cllr Cowle also reported that Mal Brown (Strategic Director Improvements) has left TDC and that interviews are taking place. Cllrs were also advised that Andrew Winfield has left TDC and that Ken Miles is taking over Monitoring Officer responsibilities in the interim.

Public Period
2.6.6.
      FINANCE

a) Payments and receipts

N.Bullen (Clerks Salary June + expenses)

£466.70
Ch 1135

Viking Direct (Stationary)



£112.92
Ch 1136

Winkleigh Community Centre (Hire)


£    5.00
Ch 1137

It was proposed by Cllr J.Turner that the above cheques be issued on behalf of Winkleigh Parish Council, 2nd Cllr Hodgson: All in favour.

b) To receive final year end accounts and complete the audit form for submission to the District Audit.

Cllrs had already been issued individual copies of the financial end of year report for consideration prior to discussion.

It was proposed by Cllr J.Turner that the Annual Return (of Winkleigh Parish Council) for the financial year ended 31st March 2006 be APPROVED ,2nd Cllr Hodgson: All in favour: Motion Carried.
The Chairman directed Cllrs through the questions contained within the Statement of Assurances to accompany the Annual Return. Cllrs addressed each question in turn confirming that on each instance the Parish Council agreed that the procedures had been followed. It was proposed by Cllr Turner and seconded by Cllr Hodgson that the Parish Council have completed and confirmed the statement of assurances. All in favour: MOTION CARRIED

3.6.6. PLANNING

A) Returned from TDC

1) 1/0084/2006/FUL: Agricultural building attached to existing to be used for cattle rearing, Higher Herdwick Farm, Winkleigh: APPROVED

2) 1/0732/2006/COU: Change of use from retail back to restaurant, Oak Tree Café, Seckington Cross, Winkleigh: REFUSED : Cllrs queried TDC’s refusal of this application. The Clerk advised of TDC’s refusal statement. Cllrs were concerned that the premises in question had previously been a café and could not understand why TDC are now claiming that the approved use is for storage. Cllr Cowle addressed the Parish Council and suggested that the applicant be contacted and advised to reapply and that Cllr Cowle would call the application in for consideration by the Plans Committee.  
3) 1/0641/2005/OUT: Residential development, site access, surface water attenuation and suds drainage scheme and footpath access to Winkleigh Village, land between Shute Lane and Exeter Road, Winkleigh : APPROVED
4) 1/1183/2005/FUL: 51 two and three storey houses, site access, surface water attenuation and suds drainage scheme and footpath access to Winkleigh Village, Land between Shute Lane and Exeter Road, Winkleigh : APPROVED

B) Returned from DCC
1) JR.01/00871/2006: Variation of condition 2 of approval 1/02344/2005 in respect of fencing and gate access, hedge removal and replacement and increase in size of blower building at Winkleigh Waste Water Treatment Works: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL

2) NW.01/00869/2006: Proposed composting of shredded biodegradable waste for use on the farm, at land belonging to East Lake Farm, Winkleigh Airfield: REFUSED

C) New Applications

1) 1/1098/2006/FUL: Erection of agricultural workers dwelling, Higher Herdwick, Winkleigh : Cllr Hodgson abstained from discussions and voting on this application. 
It was proposed that this application be APPROVED: voting 6 for, 0 against, 2 abstentions (Cllrs SH & J.C).: MOTION CARRIED : APPROVED
2) 1/1263/2006/FUL: Single storey extension, Cloudberry Farm, Tinkers Cross, Hollocombe: APPROVED voting: 7 for, 0 against, 1 abstention (JC)

3) 1/1315/2006/LBC: Remove existing CGI roofs from outbuildings and replace with slate or thatch, Lower Bransgrove Farm, Wembworthy: APPROVED: All in favour.

The Clerk and Chairman advised that once again there was a time constraint on the determination of Nos 2 & 3 and that the applications had not been advertised on the agenda for the correct time period. Advice had been taken from the DAPC and all actions taken are acceptable. Cllr De Louvois stressed the importance of the opportunity to visit the sites and giving the public the opportunity to write to the PC. The Chairman said that she agreed with Cllr De Louvois concerns and stressed that the new planning system in TDC could potentially cause this problem to occur on a regular basis. The Chairman asked Cllrs to consider how planning applications are currently handled and any suggestions for changing the system.

4.6.6  Current business matters
a) TDC Core Strategy Document (2)  
Cllrs had already been issued copies of TDC’s document for consideration and supplied individual responses to the Clerk for collation. Each Cllr had received a copy of all Cllr responses received. Cllrs discussed a formal Parish Council response. Cllr Hodgson identified that on some issues the individual responses from Cllrs were slightly contradictory and therefore could not be presented as a formal response from the PC as a whole. Cllr Hodgson further proposed that the collated document of individual responses from Cllrs be sent to TDC with the clear statement that they are the responses of the Parish Councillors as individuals, 2nd Cllr J.Turner : all in favour: MOTION CARRIED.
Cllr Bowers stated that she felt that the consultation document was unclear and vague and asked that this comment also be made in the response to TDC.
b) Storage (2)
Cllr King advised that she had been in contact with the tenant at the Cemetery Bungalow who has no objections to the Parish Council building a store room area in the bungalow’s garage area. Cllr Leahy advised that she had received a quote from Bedwells for £260+ VAT per annum ( at a discounted rate) for 250 Cubic feet of space. 
Cllrs discussed the options available and agreed to consider appropriate requirements for a storage room and obtain a quote.

c) Winkleigh Community Centre 
Cllr Hodgson reported to Cllrs on the meeting with CCOWS and DCC. Cllrs were also advised that the CCOWS Business Plan has been issued and each given a summary report. Cllrs were advised that the next meeting will be on 5th September.
d) Standing Orders  
Cllr King addressed Cllrs in connection with the Parish Council’s practice on quotes and tenders advising that there were no formal standing Orders in place.
Following discussions Cllr King advised that she had taken advice prior to making a proposal . Cllr King proposed that the following be adopted as a Standing Order of Winkleigh Parish Council “Quotes and tenders for large expenditure projects:

The Parish Council will consider expenditure on works to be carried out with reference to the following:

i) Where the expenditure is less that £500 a quote or estimate will be obtained for full Council consideration.

ii) Where the expenditure expected to be over £500 but below £2000 multiple quotes and estimates will be obtained for full Council consideration.

iii) Where the expenditure is expected to be in excess of £2000 the Parish Council will enter into the formal tendering process.
2nd Cllr Hodgson added that

iv) up to a maximum of £100 can be spent on emergency matters at the discretion of the Chairman and that this matter be discussed and ratified at the next scheduled PC meeting.

2nd Cllr Hodgson: All in favour: MOTION CARRIED. 

e) Hedge at Winkleigh cemetery 
Cllr King advised that Mr Ware has been asked to provide a quote for the hedge at Winkleigh Cemetery.

f) Retrospective planning applications  
Cllr De Louvois reminded Cllrs of the previous visit by Mr Van de Laarshot Chief Executive of TDC when he had stated that retrospective planning applications would be dealt with “robustly”. Cllr De Louvois advised that he had personally written to TDC Enforcement in connection with 3 unauthorised developments at a property and been advised that TDC had threatened action but nothing has happened. Cllr De Louvois stated that he has dealt with three different officers at TDC and is still awaiting action to be taken. Cllr De Louvois proposed that a letter be sent to the Chief Executive requesting reiteration of his statement that robust action would be taken in response to retrospective planning applications- 2nd Cllr Bowers: all in favour: MOTION CARRIED.
g) Traffic calming on Torrington Road / Townsend Hill  
Cllr Leahy said that she had been in contact with a Highways Engineer and discussed temporary “cheesing” / pinch points along Torrington Road/Townsend Hill and that she had further discussed the matter with Simon Hill at TLSO. Cllr Leahy advised that Mr Hill needs support in principal from the Parish Council before he can assess the full cost implications. 
The Chairman read out a letter received from the Head Teacher at Winkleigh Primary School raising concerns over road safety around the school a copy of which has been sent to TLSO. The Chairman also advised that a meeting had been arranged for 29th June at 11am and that TDC & DCC will be in the village to discuss Clifford’s Way. Cllr Leahy said that this could be an opportunity to discuss the traffic problems with the authorities and hopefully the Police. 

Cllr Leahy proposed that the Parish Council agree in principal to cover the costs of temporary pinch-points using S137 if necessary. Cllrs discussed and following this Cllr Leahy withdrew her original proposal and further proposed that Winkleigh Parish Council support in principal the using of temporary pinch-points along Townsend Hill / Torrington Road and that this matter will be further discussed at the site meeting with DCC – 2nd Cllr Hodgson: All in favour: MOTION CARRIED    .

5.6.6.  NEW BUSINESS

a) Land Use on Winkleigh Airfield 
Cllr Bowers said that she is very concerned about the adverting and sale of plots with no planning permission on Winkleigh Airfield. She stated that this situation is occurring all over the country and that a number of MP’s are asking for investigations. Cllr Bowers added that she had raised the matter at the last TAAG meeting and it is now on TDC’s agenda for discussion.
Following discussions Cllr Bower proposed that a letter is sent to TDC stating Winkleigh Parish Council’s grave concerns over the advertising of 504 plots of land for housing that has no planning permission on agricultural / brownfield sites which is contrary to the specifications of the Local Development Framework., 2nd Cllr Hodgson: All in favour: MOTION CARRIED.

b) Bracket from old Ring ‘o’Bells 
Cllr King advised that A.Ware is in possession of the old sign bracket and requested that as it stored in the shed at Winkleigh Cemetery. Cllr unanimously agreed.
c) Footpath No 22 Winkleigh 
The Chairman read out a letter complaining about the route and the condition of footpath no22. Cllr de Louvois said that he agreed with some of the points and had already spoken to the landowner who has stated that he will dig a ditch and put down some hardcore to dry the area. Cllr De Louvois said he felt that caution should be taken in connection with any diversion at this stage. Cllr De Louvois drew Cllrs attention to the supporting statement issued by Kingsley Plastics in their planning application to build the lakes in the Orchards advising Cllrs that this documentations stated that the fishing lakes would be open to the parish as would the wildlife garden and footpath. Cllr De Louvois said that he has since been informed that this is not the case and proposed that “Winkleigh Parish Council write to Mr Bennyworth quoting the statements made in the Supporting Statement to the Planning application and asking if it is still their intention to make the lakes and wildlife areas accessible to the public as indicated – 2nd Cllr Bowers: All in favour: MOTION CARRIED 
d) Notice Board in Winkleigh Square 
Cllr Leahy reported that she had cleaned and painted the notice board in Winkleigh Square and that she had cut the hedge back. Cllr Leahy queried when the notice board will be completed. Cllr Hodgson responded that he has the lettering to put on the top and that he intended to put up a plaque to Richard and Claire Smith.

e) Redrow Homes 
Cllr Bowers said that she has been trying to contact TDC for over a month and can not get to discuss the issues with any members of staff who are in a position to give any answers. Cllr Bowers advised that she had visited TDC Offices to get a copy of the S106 agreements and gave details of information she had been able to obtain. 

Cllr Bowers stated that she is still concerned that there are no details in connection with the sewerage infrastructure requirements, in particular no mention of a new 400m sewerage pipe. Cllrs discussed at length the previous discussions on sewerage and the responsibilities of SWW, TDC and the EA.  It was proposed that a letter be sent to the Chief Executive detailing the concerns of the Parish Council and stating that it is felt that such a major planning process failure should receive your immediate attention and we expect a response by return”- 2nd Cllr Camilleri: All in favour MOTION CARRIED.

Cllr Cowle requested a copy of the letter and agreed to investigate.
f) Cottage at Folley 
The Chairman read out a letter from a resident raising concerns over the condition of the property known as “Cavaliers” formerly No1 The Follies. Cllr Bowers said that she has already been involved with this matter and contacted the Conservation Officer at TDC about this and also about a complaint in connection with the empty properties on Castle Street. Cllr Bowers proposed that a letter from the Parish Council is sent advising Mr Tucker, Conservation Officer at TDC, of the three properties concerned – 2nd Cllr Leahy: All in favour.
PUBLIC PERIOD II

6.6.6. Late Items at the Chairman’s discretion

It was agreed that Co-Heat Services would be requested to service the central heating boiler at the Cemetery Bungalow.

7.6.6. LETTERS AND CORRESPONDENCE.
There were a number of magazines and circulars for consideration.
The meeting was declared closed at 9.45pm

Ratified and signed as a correct record 26/7/6 
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