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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY FOR WINKLEIGH 

Held at Winkleigh Community Centre, Castle Street, Winkleigh EX19 8HU on 

WEDNESDAY 27TH APRIL 2016 at 7.30pm 

 The Annual Parish Assembly was opened to the public by Cllr Gail Flockhart (Chair) and authorised to discuss all Parish 
affairs.  All members of the public present were informed they may express an opinion, make a statement or ask a 
question, however, only Local Government electors for the Parish will be entitled to vote on any issue raised at the 
Meeting. 

 Voting on a question is done by a majority of electors present at the meeting and the decision of the person chairing the 
meeting as to the decision is final unless a poll is demanded LGA 1972 ss 18(2). 

 No votes taken at this meeting are binding on the Parish Council, although they may be considered at the next meeting 
of the Parish Council.  

1.16 Minutes of the last Annual Meeting – 17
th 

June 2015 were approved as a true and accurate record  

2.16 Matters arising from foresaid minutes  - none 

3.16 The Chairman presented her annual report covering the activities of the Parish Council over the preceding year, a 
 copy of which is attached at Appendix A 

4.16 The Clerk as Responsible Finance Officer presented her annual report covering the financial activities of the Parish 
 Council over the preceding year, a copy of which is attached at Appendix B 

5.16 Reports from WPC Grant recipients during 2015-16  

 Okehampton & District Community Transport Group (ODCTG) – Sue Wonnacott – Thanked WPC for 2 
donations of £250.00 April 2015 and a further £300.00 October 2015.  ODCTG have been serving the 
Community for 26 years.  The core work is the ring and ride bus service with Winkleigh being the furthest north 
ODCTG currently cover, transporting people to Okehampton. The charge is £4 return journey door to door 
service, the volunteer drivers will help passengers on and off the bus and carry their shopping into their home, 
taking pride in delivering a personal service.  There is also a Community car scheme with drivers located 
around the district. The client pays 50p a mile from their home to their destination, which may be anywhere in 
the Country, for any reason be it health, social, occasion etc, however, for a local journey (i.e. doctors surgery 
and back), there is a flat charge of £3.50, again door to door with a caring arm if required.  A £2 booking fee 
has been incorporated for the longer journeys to cover the admin as this involves a lot of work to source an 
available volunteer driver and suitable vehicle (there are two vehicles with wheel chair access).  Drivers are 
available 365 days a year and without the volunteer drivers ODCTG wouldn’t work.  Last year ODCTG took over 
3000 passengers on 5200 journeys, 393 of which were in wheel chairs.  Our unpaid volunteer drivers drove 
over 9200 miles and gave 7150 volunteer hours for free. Last year the Car scheme cost £14000 to run, but the 
fairs received don’t cover all of the costs.  The NHS have funded £7000 per year towards costs, however they 
have withdrawn funding with no warning or explanation and therefore donations and grants from the Parish 
Council are of even greater benefit to the Community.  ODCTG need and welcome more volunteer drivers                                     

 Citizens Advice Bureau for Torridge, North, Mid and West Devon – Georgia Ainsworth gave her apologies and 
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asked the following be read on her behalf.  CAB are incredibly grateful for the £100 awarded in April 2015 and 
£250 awarded in October 2015.  The money given to the charity has enabled the free and confidential service 
to the Community to be maintained.  CAB support is needed now more than ever due to the constant changes 
in the Welfare Benefit System and the increased amount of debt seen in the area.  CAB are determined to 
deliver the same amount of support to those who need it, in spite of ongoing cuts across Torridge.  Winkleigh 
residents brought more than 160 issues to the Charity last year and CAB were able to provide each of them 
with free, confidential, impartial and independent advice.  All advisers are volunteers and CAB provide them 
with ongoing training to ensure that they are delivering high quality and credible advice to the community.  
Since being awarded the grant from WPC, CAB have advised on a number of areas that residents of Winkleigh 
have brought to them.  The highest enquiry area was Benefits and Tax Credits followed closely by debt and tax 
issues.  Residents of Winkleigh have also been able to benefit from the local Advice line and email advice 
service and CAB thank WPC for their ongoing support. 

 Winkleigh Youth Club – Mike Wilson – WYC have brought archery to Winkleigh which is one of the best things 
WYC have ever done and thanks WPC for the grant £500 which assisted with purchasing archery equipment. 
The children love it and has been really successful.   

 Winkleigh Fair Committee – Ian Rule thanked WPC for the grant of £250 which was used to improve the 
Christmas lights in the Square, which were tripping out on a regular basis and drew about 6kw whilst running.  
The Fair committee spent £1500 on LED bulbs, which are very robust, do not require replacement bulbs and do 
not trip out and they now draw 600w rather than 6kw which will reduce the electricity bill to the Square 
significantly. 

 Winkleigh Methodist Chapel Space Youth Club – Bridget Down, Children’s co-ordinator gave her apologies and 
asked the following be read on her behalf.  The Space Youth Club thank the WPC for their generous grant of 
£500 towards our Youth Club which launched in October 2015. The youth club has been popular with local 
teenagers and children.  There are 2 groups meeting on a Friday evening twice per month.  The first is for 10-
11’s and the second is for 12-16’s.  Both groups enjoy a host of activities in both the main Sanctuary of the 
Church and the new upper youth room.  Activities include interactive video games on large projector screens, 
table tennis, pool, tuck shop and the group have also organised trips out.  The grant from WPC has gone 
towards much needed equipment that the group needed and without which the Space Youth Club would not 
have been able to get started so soon and provide such a valuable space for teenagers to meet on a Friday 
night.  We have been asked to consider running every Friday night, but will need to find further suitable 
volunteers to resource this.  Currently on average there are up to 10 in the younger group and 20+ in the older 
group, with a large awaiting crowd of nearly 10 year olds wanting to attend, so the future of the group looks 
very bright. 

 Winkleigh War Memorial Recreational Ground – Mike Wilson thanked WPC for the £400 grant in April 2016 
towards the indoor play equipment and repairs to bring it up to a better standard and £500 in October 2016 
for the playground renovation and welcome anyone to come along and give ideas on how the playground can 
be improved for children.  The children’s bowling club is doing great and going from strength to strength but 
need more volunteers to assist with the facilities provided by sports centre. 

 Chair thanked all our grant recipients for their reports and WPC wish them every success in their various projects 
for the coming year. 

6.16 Reports of District and County Councillors 

 County Councillor Boyd has sent apologies, but has expressed a wish to attend future WPC meetings in order 
to update the Council and community on issues at County Council. 

 District Councillor Boundy reported it has been an honour to serve the community for the first 12 months and 
it had been a long and quick learning curve.  On average DC Boundy attends 3 meetings every fortnight and sits 
on various panels, and is currently the lead person for Health and Wellbeing and Safety for Torridge, which 
requires attendance at the Police and Crime Panel in Plymouth once per month. On the Police and Crime Panel 
Cllr Boundy was involved in challenging the Chief Constable on letting police dogs go and due to funding re-
evaluation, for the time being police dogs and PCSO’s will be remaining.  DC Boundy also acts as the Vice-chair 
of the Audit and Governance meetings and liaises with accountants over issues concerning Torridge on the 
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public’s behalf, as well as sitting on the Standards Committee and required to attend the Overview and 
Scrutiny external meetings and attend the Community and Resources meetings.  DC Boundy attends WPC 
meetings when she can and likewise those of Ashreigney PC.  Over the last 12 months 15 families with 
problems in the ward have been helped and the majority of issues settled.   Health & Wellbeing posters are 
now publicly displayed highlighting obesity, smoking, mental health (alcohol & drugs) and all villages will have 
posters to put up in play areas designed by children to remind people not to smoke near the children.    
Obesity with children is a bigger problem than with adults and there will be more on this issue in coming 
months.  On the mental health side, DC Boundy is working with various bodies and involved with ‘Rise’ who 
receive referrals for young people with drink and drugs problems and work with them.  Physical activity can 
include walking clubs, over 50’s football, racquet group (tennis, table tennis, badminton) as well as more sports 
not commonly known about.  As part of the Community Partnership Group, DC Boundy attended the Pier 
House at Westward Ho which was attended by over 100 people and involved networking together.  With 
regards to Community funding, DC Boundy has £1000 personal fund.  Last year Winkleigh/Hollocombe got the 
larger share of the pot so Ashreigney will be getting the larger share of the pot this year.  In addition, each 
District Cllr for their ward has £10,000 grant for the community, to assist funding for projects and applicants 
need to contact DC Boundy ASAP.  There is also a bigger pot of £200,000 for buildings in the Parish, and if 
match funding can also be applied this will give bonuses which in turn will entail more money in the pot for 
next year. Application forms for community project funding are on the Torridge District Council website.  With 
regards to the sudden announcement of the closure of the hospital in Barnstaple, DC Boundy stated she had 
not been consulted and she and Devon County Council would be looking in to it. 

 The Chair thanked Cllr Boundy for attending and giving her report. 

7.16 Report from Devon & Cornwall Police – PCSO Melissa Baker reported that PCSO Sandra Brown who normally 
 covers Winkleigh  has taken up the role of Police and Fire Community Support Office which means she has to stay 
 within 5 minutes of Torrington Fire Station so can only deal with Winkleigh issues from afar, she has another 
 2 years to go on this project therefore you may not see much of her as before but support will still come from 2 
 other PCSOs.  There have been 27 crimes, for the year April 2015 to March 2016, recorded for Winkleigh, 7 criminal 
 damage, 1 fraud, 1 dog not under control, 1 taking a motor vehicle without owner’s consent, 1 blackmail, 1 drink 
 drive, 5 burglary, 1 robbery, 1 stalking, 6 assaults, and 2 using abusive insulting words or behaviour intending to 
 cause alarm.  Crime has gone down across West Devon & Cornwall.   Torrington still has PCSO’s across the region 
 and they are still in the same station; there is no certainty about the future of PCSO’s with a lot of changes 
 being considered which await the decision of the new Police and Crime Commissioner.   

 In response to a question concerning Community Speed Watch, PCSO Baker confirmed that PCSO Sandra Brown will 
still organises Speed Watch, the other PCSO’s will attend as necessary and do the paperwork and there is still a 
camera available. 

 In response to a question concerning the Youth Clubs, PCSO Baker confirmed that they do routinely attend the 
Youth Clubs as and when they can and recognises how important it is for young people to meet police at youth 
clubs. 

 Chair thanked Melissa for attending and giving her report. 

8.16 Presentations: 

 Mike Johnson Head Teacher Chulmleigh Academy Trust on news from the college and plans for working with 
Winkleigh Fair.  Members of parish can contact the college and be included on the text network to see what is 
going on with the College.  Delighted with GCSE results last year, which were amongst the best in North Devon.  
The College works very closely with Winkleigh primary school.  The college is undergoing a £5.7million building 
programme to be finished in the autumn and being used as a national example of what can happen when you 
give public money to the local people.  The College would like to get more involved with the community in 
Winkleigh, which is the community school.  In terms of Winkleigh Fair, the Head of Music is working with the 
primary school pupils towards having a competition for a ‘Song for Winkleigh’, which may relate to the well-
dressing by the children of the primary school and secondary school, as well as having a stall at Winkleigh Fair 
so senior staff can meet local people - the College would like to be involved with Winkleigh Fair year-on-year.  
There is a weekly newsletter, which is available electronically and members of the Parish can contact the 
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College directly to be added to the distribution list. 

A member of the public queried the transport links in and around Winkleigh, which do not favour travel to 
Chulmleigh and asked if the College are able to offer any public transport links to support linked events in the 
community.  Mr Johnson replied that the College may be able to cater for small parties of no more than 10 
people and the college would be very keen to do that and members of the Parish were welcome to contact the 
college to discuss any future arrangements.  

District Cllr Boundy congratulated Mr Johnson on the College’s results and would like to visit the school. 

 Peter Howard – North Devon Biosphere.  Winkleigh residents live in only 1 of 2 UNESCO designated National 
Biosphere Reserves in England, which is the natural/environmental side of world heritage.  The Biosphere 
extends for the entire catchment area of the Taw and Torridge out to sea, and includes Lundy.  This is an area 
where hopefully you can make some influence on nature the whole way down the stream from Cranmere Pool 
to Lundy - Winkleigh is part of the transition zone because Winkleigh drains to both rivers.  Whenever there is 
a green project, be it environmental or ecological, although the Reserve cannot give grants, it can give good 
advice. The Biosphere engagement with the community has historically been poor and few people know about 
it, however, signposts reading “Winkleigh - UNESCO Designated National Biosphere Village”, will soon be 
erected and a community forum will be up and running shortly.  Some projects to date include fresh water 
mussels and the Riverfly project. There is now a regular email newsletter and subscription to the newsletter is 
available via the website http://www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk/biosphere-newsletters.html. The next 
scheme would like to see every parish within the Biosphere have an environment officer or Councillor, similar 
to the P3 Pathways partnership liaison officer,  to write an annual report and send it to the Biosphere and to 
the Parish Council, so volunteers would be welcome.  Further details about the projects, role and 
responsibilities of the North Devon Biosphere can be found on the website. 

 Pat Cunnington – Winkleigh Beavers.  The beaver group meets on a Tuesday with 17 children aged between 5½ 
and 8, and 3 leaders, 2 of which are warranted.   Winkleigh Beavers form part of The 1

st
 Dolton, however, a 

request is going to be put to the District to become The 1
st

 Dolton and Winkleigh Scout Group, because 90% of 
children in cubs, beavers and scouts come from Winkleigh or go to Winkleigh School and the group would like 
the link to Winkleigh recognised.  There are currently no Explorers due to insufficient leaders, and leaders are 
desperately needed and can come from any trade.  The Cubs and Scouts need leaders and volunteers, without 
which the group can’t take more children, there is a waiting list which could double numbers but lack of 
leaders prevent more children being able to join.  To be warranted you have to do training over 33 modules (16 
days) and be police and child protection checked, and other courses are also available so leaders can go out 
and do sleep overs and camping.  The children help out in the community such as the well-dressing, nativity, 
flowers for the church, bell ringing.  All of the groups welcome people from the community to come along and 
speak to the children about their life stories, experiences, hobbies, interests and accomplishments because 
due to the lack of leaders, it is not possible to take the children out on activities.  Thank you to WPC for past 
money and the church and church wives whose money made it possible to go trampolining.  The more a child 
experiences the greater their life is enhanced with knowledge they wouldn’t gain at home.  The children have 
collected and donated to overseas charities and were able to see first-hand, how what they gave was of use.  
Big thank you to executive and fundraising committees behind the scenes who do an excellent job and without 
whom Beavers wouldn’t exist.  Currently the Beavers rely on the use of the football ground and other 
community spaces which are not purpose built for children and not always available or suitable and there is a 
need for a dedicated place where the children can go and play and kick a ball, therefore, plea to this parish to 
think about our children, they are your future. 

 Collin Gibson – Community Plan Action Group (CPAG) & demographic and social profile on 'Winkleigh by the 
numbers’.  The Community Plan Action Group (CPAG) is the successor to the Community Led Plan Group, 
where 20 or so local residents came together to produce the 2014 Winkleigh Community Plan.  CPAG now have 
12 dedicated members who act as a catalyst to both promote the acceptance and implementation of the 
varied findings and recommendations of the Plan and as source for new ideas and solutions to local issues.  A 
key component of the Plan is an Action Plan, concrete and practical steps that can be taken to enhance and 
improve Parish life in Winkleigh.  2 areas within the Action Plan have received considerable attention from 
CPAG during 2015-16 period; a Village Design Statement and Transport and Traffic focus.  In March 2016, CPAG 
presented a new VDS to WPC, compiled and prepared by Pauline Warner and Penny Griffiths.  The VDS was 
partially funded by TDC thanks to District Councillor Boundy.  The VDS is a document designed to help shape 

http://www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk/biosphere-newsletters.html
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and define the scope and characteristics of future development within the Parish.  The VDS presents a practical 
guide for those contemplating any development having a visual impact on the village, irrespective of size and 
location.  That a VDS document is required was highlighted by local concerns expressed regarding recently 
announced plans to consider development of an area of the east side of the village along Eggesford Road.  
Transport and Traffic issues have revolved around concerns that traffic flows and parking within the village 
were disruptive and harmful to village life.  This area was identified as the major negative in the 2013 
community household survey.  CPAG notes that progress has been made by WPC in discussions with DCC 
regarding improved signage in and around the village and more importantly assessing the nature and possible 
solutions to the volume of traffic around the village that uses the west-side country lane route along Townsend 
Hill and Torrington Road.  CPAG support initiatives by WPC to engage and consult with local residents in the 
discussion and assessment of answers to this long standing and dangerous irritant.  CPAG continues to be 
active in supporting local environmental and energy efficiency initiatives in such areas as tree planting, 
recycling and community purchase schemes.  CPAG has been encouraged by the fact that both the previous 
and current Parish Council has been supportive of the Community Plan and has established a group to review 
and consider, with funds, where necessary, to action and implement the findings and recommendations of the 
plan.  More details are available on the website www.winkleighplan.co.uk 

 Age demographic – The average age of a Winkleigh resident is 7 years greater than the national average of the 
population of England as a whole, (almost 18%).   The village of Winkleigh has grown by 30% over the last 20 
years as a result of new housing developments but the age distribution has broadened and flattened at the 
higher age demographic.  Winkleigh’s largest population grouping is now 60-79 years of age and in recent 
discussions on the issue of new housing developments in Winkleigh, several people expressed the opinion that 
it would positively lead to an influx of young families into the community, however, looking at Winkleigh house 
prices which are broadly comparable to the national average, the overall affordability relative to income levels 
is much lower, this appears to point to local housing that is unaffordable for most lower and many middle 
income families.  Winkleigh is aging and economically challenged and entry-level terraced units or retirement 
units need to be considered to satisfy local demand. It is important for WPC to not just take a national 
perspective – Winkleigh is very different from the rest of England. 

 Winkleigh Society & Pop Up Museum – Margaret Miller.  The AGM was very successful, with Penny Griffiths 
elected as Chairman (who sends her apologies for being unable to attend tonight).  Royston Naylor entertained 
and informed everyone at the meeting with a presentation of Winkleigh through a newcomers eyes.  The 
objectives of the Winkleigh Society are hopefully in the autumn to organise a ‘Pop Up Museum Day’ to display 
the current archives and invite people to bring memorabilia and stories of past lives and work and old farm 
practices.  Stories can be exchanged and recorded all to be used as a spring-board to the art workshop and flag 
up Winkleigh’s historic landscape, history, historic features and key events.  Thanks to such work as Pauline 
Warner, Penny Griffiths and a few others have done, WPC have now voted to support the Village Design 
Statement to go forward to TDC which flags up local distinctiveness.  Penny is continuing with ‘Lives In The 
Landscape’, which tells the stories of local people as a spin off from the VDS - these stories will be able to read 
in future editions of Distinctly Winkleigh and eventually hopefully as a separate booklet.  Winkleigh Society 
welcome the new joint editors of Distinctly Winkleigh, Alice Turner and Godfrey Rhodes and encourage you all 
to supply them with as many articles as possible to keep Distinctly Winkleigh active.  Lastly very big thanks to 
Alan Mulcahy for the hard work given to developing and expanding DW. 

9.16 Questions and Public Period.  To receive questions from the public concerning matters over which the Parish 
 Council has control or some influence. 

 The sports centre carpark allows postmen to park there, recently several cars have also parked every day all 
day and I think people are parking there to lift share.  A big removal lorry was parked there for a couple of 
nights with people asleep in it, but a lorry with deliveries for couriers are having to pay to park in there.  It is 
unfair that some people pay and others don’t. 

 WPC response is the PC has no power to intervene – The Sports Centre has its own mission statement any 
concern over the fairness and issue of who pays from the community and who doesn’t should be taken up with 
the trustees of the sports centre annual meeting on 31

st
 May. 

 Lack of parking in the village – There was some discussion at the time of the creation of the Parish Plan about 
the need for a park and ride facility in and around Winkleigh but was discounted at the time due to the lack of 
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parking availability.  Would it be viable, acceptable or worthwhile to see if there is any funding for that kind of 
facility now and whether we may be able to designate another location i.e. the airfield?  To be carried to WPC 
agenda 22

nd
 June 2016 

 Transport and traffic issues at the bottom of Westcots Drive, years ago the Parish were promised sleeping 
police man. 

WPC responded that a traffic consultation for Townsend Hill was being launched on 1
st

 June 2016 for 30 days to 
consider speed humps along Townsend Hill. 

 Junction at Westcots Drive is too narrow and drivers can’t see anything on Westcots Drive. The  junction 
should be moved around  

WPC Response is that this is not part of the DCC sleeping police man project and we all need to pressure DCC 
highways with photographs of the issue and pile on the pressure for action.   

CPAG Collin Gibson added that this topic is particularly identified as vexatious in the Community Plan Action 
Plan and ask the WPC to send this particular fact to DCC and other appropriate authorities.  To be carried to 
WPC agenda for 22

nd
 June 2016 

 Road past mid-Devon motors, buses, tractors, traffic completely ignore the speed limit  

WPC Response is that CPAG and the WPC are looking into ‘20’s plenty scheme’ which may ease the issue. 

 Dog poo bin outside cemetery – lid broken and stinks.  Clerk to action immediately 

 

 

10.30pm meeting finished 

 


