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The Winkleigh Society Committee has voted unanimously to plan to adopt full 
colour in as many future Distinctly Winkleigh printed editions as our finances will 
permit starting from now. 
 
As the vox pop comments on page 27 show full colour is what Winkleigh residents 
prefer and having appreciated our recent full colour special editions. 
 
Our advertising rates have remained the same for twenty years. During that time the 
number of adverts and pages in each edition has steadily increased. After a lot of 
debate we have decided to make a small increase in these rates to cover the 
increased costs of printing, postage and extra copies as Winkleigh expands. 
 
These new rates will come into effect from the spring 2023 edition. 
 
One of the core principals of The Winkleigh Society is to support and promote local 
businesses.  
 
Working for Winkleigh is our strap line and I hope that those who advertise with us 
will appreciate our commitment to high production values. 

Penny Griffiths  
Chair of the Winkleigh Society 

 
The new prices will be as follows: 

 
For further information regarding these rates please contact  
Rachel Goldsworthy Winkleigh Society Treasurer: 
adverts@distinctlywinkleigh.co.uk   
 
 

Full page  Single edition £60 4 editions (paid up-front) £57.50 

Half-page Single edition £30 4 editions (paid up-front) £27.50 

Quarter-page Single edition £15 4 editions (paid up-front) £13.50 

Winkleigh Society Chair’s Report - Nov 2022 

mailto:adverts@distinctlywinkleigh.co.uk
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For this edition there is some really good news for Winkleigh Parish and beyond. 
South West Ambulance Service Trust has provided Winkleigh’s Responder Team with 
a ‘Raizer Chair’ plus training, ensuring safety whilst in use. This amazing equipment 
can be assembled round a person who has fallen, then by remote control is able to 
gently raise them back onto their feet.  

Until now someone who had fallen would have to wait for an ambulance crew to 
arrive to assess and lift them. This leads to long waiting times owing to pressures on 
the ambulance service responding to higher priority calls. Now if a Community First 
Responder is on duty they can attend quickly, go through the necessary safety 
checks, assessing the patient to make sure there are no injuries and getting them 
upright.  

In this rural area with a high percentage of older people I’m sure like me you’ll agree 
this is going to be such an asset. So, in the case of a fall, call 999; if a Responder 
(which is a voluntary role) is on duty they can be dispatched to help. 

Trish Clarkson 

All Saints’, Winkleigh is looking for someone to take on the role of Church Treasurer 
from January 2023. This is a voluntary position and the person does not need to be 
a member of the church. The role requires reasonable financial competence 
including the ability to maintain accounts and to be able to understand and meet the 
requirements of the Charity Commission.  

The Treasurer is expected to attend most PCC (Parochial Church Council) meetings 
which are held around 6 to 8 times a year and to report on the church finances at 
the Annual Meeting. Full support and training will be given. Owing to the nature of 
this voluntary role we will be asking for two references and will require the Treasurer 
to undertake Safeguarding Training. If you are interested in helping us fulfil this 
valuable role, or for further information, please contact Revd Helen Blaine on 01837 
83710, revhelenblaine@outlook.com 

Winkleigh Community Responder News 

Church Treasurer Needed 

mailto:revhelenblaine@outlook.com
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The annual Remembrance service took place at the Airfield Memorial site on 
Saturday 12th November. The weather was perfect for the occasion: sunny and bright 
with a moderate breeze. The memorial looked resplendent with flags representing 
the five nations that flew from the airfield. Sixty people attended ranging in age from 
very young to eighty plus, including many veterans. The service was jointly led by 
Reverend Helen Blaine and her husband Alastair, a Royal Navy chaplain. A Canadian 
officer always attends: this year it was Maj (RCAF) David Hardy. He read the Roll of 
Honour and laid a wreath on behalf of the people of Canada. SAC Simon Read 
represented the RAF. Other wreaths were laid on behalf of Royal British Legion, 
Torridge District Council, District Councillor, Parish Council, Winkleigh Society and 
Winkleigh Fair.  

Carl Woodison accompanied the hymns and beautifully sounded the Last Post and 
Reveille. Photos of the occasion are by Greg Goldsworthy. 

This memorial site is a tribute to Ron and Ruth Cottey and Steve Leahy who 
campaigned for and created this space which preserves the memory of RAF 
Winkleigh and the men who flew from it. 

Phil Griffiths - Hon. Sec. The Winkleigh Society  

 
    

Winkleigh Society Report - Airfield Remembrance 2022 
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It was with great sadness that we learned of the recent death in France of Robert 
Side. 
Robert had a great interest in the calamitous First World War and was moved by 
the War Memorial and the Roll of Honour in All Saints’ Church in Winkleigh. He 
began to research the lives of all those men and women of Winkleigh who fought, 
or were otherwise engaged, in the Great War and, with the help of the late David 
Purnell, created the Winkleigh Heroes website which is now available on our village 
website – www.winkleighonline.com . 

This was a mammoth task involving multiple trips to the Records Office in Kew, plus 
visits to many of the battlefields and military cemeteries, in France and elsewhere. 

As an ex-schoolmaster, he had a great interest in the education, not only of those 
who fought in the Great War but also of the village children in the present time, 
and thus he became one of the Governors of Winkleigh Primary School. He also did 
some research on the history of Winkleigh School during the time it was located in 
the Community Centre. 

We send our deepest sympathies to his devoted wife, Jolanta. 

Alan Mulcahy 

Robert Side RIP 

http://www.winkleighonline.com/
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One of the joys of living in this beautiful village is 
the lack of light pollution, enabling a spot of star 
gazing on a clear night. I can spot a few basic 
constellations, know how to pick out a satellite but 

fail to identify any planets – even when the media tell me it’s a prime time to spot 
them. In many ways though, my lack of star gazing knowledge doesn’t matter, as I 
quite enjoy just looking up at the stars. You start off being only able to see a few and 
then as your eyes adjust, more and more stars appear. On a really good, clear night 
what feels like millions and millions of stars light up the sky and the craters on the 
surface of the moon are easily seen. I find it mind-boggling that these stars are 
themselves millions of years old and are light years away from this planet of Earth 
we call home. A reminder that in the great scheme of the universe humans are just 
a tiny part.  

Those stars twinkle and shine, lighting up the dark sky and bringing some light to the 
darkness of night. The world itself feels quite dark right now; this winter is going to 
be tough and challenging for many as the cost of living increases, the war in Ukraine 
rages on and we become more and more aware of the effects we are having on our 
planet. In the midst of the seeming darkness, as a church we are preparing to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus, light of the world. Jesus was born in a time of political 
upheaval to poor parents who later became refugees in a foreign land.  

Winkleigh Parish Church News 
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His birth was marked by the shining of a new star bright in the sky, a star which led 
shepherds and Magi to kneel down and worship him. We continue to worship him 
today and to hold the light which he brings in the darkness of the world.  

We have lots going on over December and the Christmas period at All Saints’ and we 
invite you to share the light and hope which Jesus brings with us. Whether you have 
been to church before or never set foot through the door, believe in God or really 
aren’t sure, can’t sit still or want a snooze, are a bit noisy and need to move around 
or just want a quiet place to sit, then you are all welcome. We now have a prayer 
tree set up in the Lady Chapel where you can leave the names of any people or 
situations you wish to pray for and these are prayed for at our 11 am Wednesday 
Eucharist. If you are struggling or just need someone to talk to, please get in touch.  

Two events to highlight are our Nativity Festival on Saturday 10th December 10:00 
am – 3:00 pm. There will be a huge variety of Nativity sets to look at, refreshments 
and free children’s crafts. If you have a nativity set which you would like displayed, 
please get in touch. Secondly is the Crib Service at 5:00 pm on Christmas Eve. You 
are invited (children especially) to dress up as any character from the Christmas 
story. Look out for our posters and flyers listing all our Christmas activities and 
services which are coming soon. The church is open every day 9:00 am – 4:00 pm. 

May you know the peace and light of Christmas. 
Helen 

 Revd Helen Blaine (01837 83710 / revhelenblaine@outlook.com 

mailto:revhelenblaine@outlook.com
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Since I wrote my last article for Distinctly Winkleigh, we 
had the very sad news of the death of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II. For me the Queen exemplified everything that 
was the best about Britain and her sincerity and devotion 
to duty was an inspiration to me and millions of people 
throughout the country. 

But while it has been a sad time, I am sure our new 
Monarch, King Charles III, will follow in his mother’s 

footsteps and I am looking forward to the Coronation celebrations next year. 

With everything that has been going on nationally and locally since the 
summer, it has at times felt like everything has rushed by in a blur! I have 
always been busy as a County Councillor but these last few months have felt 
exceptional, what with the ongoing issues with the Townsend Hill 
developments and the other planning proposals, the changes to the 5B Bus 
service, the ongoing recruitment of a new Chief Executive at Devon County 
Council, and the ongoing work to stabilise the County Council budgets for 

next year. 

I know the main concerns for many 
readers in the village at the moment 
are the ongoing and proposed 
developments at Townsend Hill. 
Housing and Planning are District 
Council issues but I have continued 
to work closely with District 
Councillor Newton, particularly 
when there has been some overlap 
with DCC. 

At the time of writing, our collective 
frustration – be it councillor, council 
officer or local resident – has been 
the apparent ‘attitude’ of the 
developer in the construction and 
occupation of the new estate, along 
with the associated highways work. 

Our Devon County Councillor Writes 
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In particular, the traffic calming works that should have been completed 
before the occupation of the estate. 

Discussions are still ongoing, and I think it would be an understatement to 
say how frustrated and disappointed I have been with the developer over 
their lack of communication and consultation with the community on their 
works. At the time of writing the County Council has been clear that utilities 
works carried out on Westcots Drive must see the road returned to its pre-
works surface and that the traffic calming proposals on Townsend Hill must 
be implemented. 

Leaving aside the construction issues, one positive that should come out of 
this is that funding has been secured to implement a 20 mph speed limit 
along Townsend Hill. As part of this scheme, I have also been able to secure 
moving the speed limit on the ‘bypass’ road to outside the entrance of Elms 
Meadow on the A3124, so that we finally correct the anomaly that the 
entrance to Elms Meadow sits outside the 30 mph limit. 

Also, while on the subject of speed limits, concerns were expressed at the 
July Parish Council meeting about speeding on Torrington Road. I have taken 
these back to Highways and the Neighbourhood Highways Officer has 
committed to undertaking some new speed surveys along Torrington Road. I 
await the result of these surveys with interest. 

While all this has been happening, another local issue that has occurred has 
been the changes to some of the rural bus services in Winkleigh and 
Torrington Rural. Throughout Devon, Stagecoach handed back their notice to 
run several of the subsidised routes in the County and this included the 5B 
bus route that ran through Winkleigh. Unfortunately some rather pre-
emptive communications from Stagecoach made it appear as though the 
entire service was going to stop, whereas it was always DCC’s intention to 
retender the service and have a like-for-like replacement service put in.  

Through my Facebook page I was able to put out regular updates on this 
situation which made it clear that the bus service was going to be replaced 
and since then the new operator, Plymouth City Bus, has started the new 315 
bus service. As ever with a change like this there will be some teething issues 
so if residents do have any issues with the new service please let me know. 

Lastly, the biggest issue of all that I have been grappling with at County Hall 
has been our financial budget for this year and next. In my last article, I 
highlighted that we were projected to face a large overspend of up to £40 
million at the end of this financial year unless we took immediate action. 
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This projected overspend has now been brought down to £6 million, but that has 
been achieved through having to make savings on existing budgets this year and 
postponing long term projects in IT and recruitment etc. However, the Children’s 
Services Budget continues to be overspent and while every possible effort is being 
made to contain and reverse this overspend it is not easy. 

Nonetheless, we should be able to balance the books for this financial year. The 
challenge is going to be next year, and you may already have seen local media 
coverage about this. At the time of writing we are looking at a projected budget gap 
of £75 million. Unlike a lot of central government institutions, local government has 
to balance our budget every financial year by law. If we do overspend, then that has 
to be covered from reserves or some other external income stream. If we can’t, we 
have to issue what is called a Section 114 notice which, in effect, means the local 
authority becomes bankrupt. 

Needless to say, a bankrupt council cannot help anyone. The £75m savings can be 
achieved but it will mean deep and painful cuts as the Council Leader has already 
outlined. This is not a problem that is unique to Devon, it is a national issue. From 
speaking to colleagues across the country their budget problems are similar, and 
many are actually worse! Cornwall’s budget deficit for next year is £62 million (they 
are smaller than Devon), Plymouth is facing similar problems. Further afield, Norfolk 
County Council has a £60m budget gap for this year. Kent’s is £70m. 

Inflation has been the main driver for a lot of these cost pressures, with some sectors 
such as Highways actually experiencing hyperinflation. I hope that we will have much 
more clarity after the Autumn Statement and when the Local Government Finance 
Settlement comes through. 

Nonetheless, while these are difficult and challenging times, along with the County 
Council I remain committed to supporting you, our residents, during this tough 
period. As ever, if there are any DCC issues you’d like to contact me about you can 
contact me on Facebook on facebook.com/cllrsaywell, ring 07886 446560 or email 
andrew.saywell@devon.gov.uk.  

mailto:andrew.saywell@devon.gov.uk


12 
 

I wrote to the King, telling him how sorry 
I was about the loss of Queen Elizabeth, 
his mother. I also baked a heart-shaped 
cake with the Union Flag on it in honour 
of her and he wrote back to me with this 
thank-you card and pictures. 

Martha Rhodes  
(Age 10) 

 
 

 

 

A Letter from King Charles III 
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Torridge Councillor Peter Christie explained in The North Devon Journal [August 11] 
why Developers will always win the arguments over the ‘5 year land supply’ and, if 
they are foiled, why they are so confident that, if taken to court, they will win. 

Torridge and North Devon District Councils have developed a local plan with land 
identified for housing in order to meet the Governments quota. However, when Eric 
Pickles was housing minister [2010-2015] he decreed that if totals were not met 
[which happens with land banking] then the “un-built” numbers had to be added to 
the next 5 year tranche. 

Councils cannot force developers to build houses to their time-scale and so targets 
never seem to be met “so developers quote this 5 year land supply - and then apply 
for areas outside the development boundaries - such as in Winkleigh.”  

Developers Maths and how it works. [Aug 18th North Devon Journal]. 

When Developers commission their viability studies they ring-fence 20% profit. 

They provide very little for surgeries, schools and affordable homes. 

BENCHMARK AVERAGE FIGURE - COST OF LAND £100,087 per acre. 

Land has often been purchased earlier at a much lower cost. 

This notional cost is then set against the cost of public benefits. 
Penny Griffiths 

 

By Ruby Cowan (age 10) 

The Loaded Dice or Tilted Balance in favour of Developers 
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The Friends of Winkleigh School (FOWS) would like to thank everyone who attended 
the fireworks evening on Friday 4th November. It was an enjoyable evening, 
alongside raising funds for the school. These funds are used to heavily subsidise 
school trips and enrichment activities for the children so the support of the 
Winkleigh Community is always very much appreciated. 

Photo by Greg Goldsworthy 
 

FOWS Fireworks Evening - 2022 
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Dear all, 

The Chair and I would like to begin this report by wishing you all the very best for the 
coming season of festivities – it is our hope, and the Council’s, that you have the 
opportunity to enjoy the delights of autumn and winter, and avoid as much as 
possible its problems. We would like to make you aware again of the help that TDC 
and DCC are able to offer with emergency funds and the like to make the pinch a 
little less severe this season. If you would like confidential help on these matters, do 
not hesitate to get in touch about it.  

Although it has not been long since our last report, the Council has nonetheless been 
busy! We have recently been sorting out the defibrillators in the Parish, and making 
sure they are up to scratch, etc. I am pleased to say that, despite issues with our 
insurance, and through eventually conclusive communication, we have secured their 
future use for years yet to come. We have also been working on some smaller 
projects, regardless of the financial squeeze all councils are under at the moment; 
for instance the Vice-Chair and the Clerk recently scarified and reseeded some verges 
in the village, with a view to making them homes for wildflowers next summer, and 
thus promoting biodiversity in our community. These little things are the foundations 
of parish councils, or should be, and the foundations of communities like ours all 
over this island home which we share.   

We have, as ever, been keeping a vigilant eye on the progress and regress of 
construction in the village, and will continue to do so going forward. Recent events 
have not gone unnoticed, and many on the council are deeply concerned with 
remedying problems caused. As ever as well, we would encourage you to come along 
to our meetings and get involved in the small yet important part we have to play in 
the process of local government!   

For now, we wish you all the best for the coming days, may your hearths be warm 
and your hearts content.  

Alex & Benjamin (Chair & Clerk for WPC)   

Winkleigh Parish Council 
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Dowland’s story of their three lost soldiers of 
WW1 has resonated far beyond its hamlet and 
county bounds. National and international 
media have been intrigued by the stand-out 
storytelling and artistry of the poppy curtain 
cascading from the medieval church tower of 
St Peter. 

Sue Dunn has covered all bases as she reveals 
the details of those young mens’ lives; from 
birth to school and their working lives. Visitors 
walk and talk around the church through 
staged rites of passage: absorbing the details 
of the rocking cradle, the desk, blackboard and 
archive photographs of their Dowland 
classmates. The working lives of Arthur, 
William and George are brought to life by a 
tableau of farm tools and a sheaf of corn. 

Conversations are provoked, stories shared as 
we contemplate the domestic and working 
detail of their brief lives. But you are brought 
up sharply by the battlefield scene. It is 
unflinching: black and stark; with barbed wire 
snaked over anti-tank barriers, behind which 

stand three thick black guttering candles. The blackened flowers then gradually 
transition into a vivid sea of red poppies enveloping a giant white plaster of Paris 
hand cradling the curled up form of a young soldier.  

Sue is at pains to stress that it is all a community effort. The thousands of poppies in 
the churchyard and the red curtain flowing 
from the tower, and the tea and cake 
provided for the 3,000 plus visitors was only 
possible because of the hard work, ingenuity 
and whole-hearted support of the village 
community and the Reverend Susan Oldham.  

The specially designed and locally crafted 
bench will now stand as a lasting memorial to 
Arthur, William and George in Dowland 
Churchyard. 

Penny Griffiths 
  

Dowland Punches above its Weight 
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Winkleigh Parish is blessed with loads of people who contribute to the community: 
the Church, our three centres, Christmas and summer fairs, Distinctly Winkleigh, 
football club, local schools, markets, young famers, Winkleigh Volunteers, etc. the 
list is endless and thank you and bless you all.  

Unfortunately, when it comes to the Parish Council, we seem content as a 
community to let people sleepwalk into the role without proper scrutiny, instead of 
nominating sufficient candidates to warrant a formal election which gives us the 
opportunity to put a cross against their names (or not)  

Apart from three current councillors, elected last November following the cemetery 
debacle none of your existing representatives have been elected and I am told this 
has been the case for years if not decades. I think it is important for our community 
and local democracy that we have an election, not people who have walked in 
unopposed or co-opted. Winkleigh Parish Council makes decisions on your behalf 
and spends your money so it is important that you choose who these individuals are. 

For whatever reason one joins a council it doesn’t mean one is automatically fit for 
service. We have had councillors who seldom attend meetings; come unprepared or 
do little in between meetings. We have some representatives who find the 

Your Parish Council Needs You!  
Why we must have an election in May 
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paperwork and reading it not to their taste, but ask them carry out a practical job 
and they are the first to volunteer. It takes all sorts of people to form a Parish Council 
and we need lots of skills and interest groups. Furthermore, we need people who are 
selfless, objective, accountable, open, honest and reliable. Most importantly we 
need individuals who are active workers and have loads of integrity. 

This is why I think it is important that our local leaders are elected. You the 
parishioner should be choosing who represents you and spends your money.  

As Winkleigh grows in size we need a confident, competent Council to take us 
forward, one who will spend your money wisely, who will represent your interests. 
Currently we have councillors who can only be contacted by email, immediately 
disenfranchising many people without internet access. How can you listen to the 
wishes of the community if nobody is able to get hold of you? 

So come on people of Winkleigh and Hollocombe, you deserve better. To show that 
we believe in local democracy, let’s have a number of people who put themselves 
up for election so that we have enough councillors and ones chosen by YOU!  

Angela Findlay 

Please note this is a personal view and not one necessarily shared by other members 
of WPC.  

If anyone wants to know more about the role of councillor, please feel free to contact 
me on 01837 682616. 
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Thank you to everyone who has visited 
us these past few weeks. We have 
been blown away with your support.   

We have settled into our new venture 
and we are loving the uplifting vibe 
that it brings to have so many new 
faces popping in for coffee, breakfast, 
lunch and cake. You can also call into 
our cider shop while you are here to 
see the whole range of Sam's Ciders, 

gifts, chutneys and of course to sample the range. Our cider shop will be offering our 
ever so popular Christmas hampers from mid-November and we now have our 
Christmas range in stock.  

We will be updating our café menu soon to include some homemade soups and 
winter warmers.  

Our Cider shop is open Monday to Saturday 9 am to 5 pm, Sunday 10 am to 1 pm. 

Our Café is open 9 am to 3 pm Monday to Friday, Saturday 9 am to 2 pm. 
Kylie Beardon  

The Tallet Café – Thank you 
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We have just 6 more weeks of the shop 
being open until Christmas! Lovely 
locally-made gifts and decorations have 
started arriving in the shop along with 
some especially delicious Christmas 
Shortbread and Caramel Syrups for the 
Barista Coffees and Winter Warmer teas.  

Our winter opening times are now 
Tuesdays to Saturdays 9.30 am until 5 pm 
(Thursdays ‘til 6 pm) until Friday 23rd 
December when we close the doors until 
the New Year. We’ll stay open into the 
evening on Saturday 3rd December for 
Winkleigh’s Christmas Fair 5-8 pm and 
the big switch-on so do please pop in and 
see us in Bissett’s Garage on Exeter Road 
to listen to the Christmas Carols and 
perhaps enjoy a hot drink whilst having a 
nosey at our range of gifts, Christmas 

planters, handmade Wreaths and locally grown Christmas Trees from John Cockram 
near Chulmleigh. 

It has been an incredible year since moving to our new premises! So much has 
happened. As we wound up the last of our weddings in spring and summer we 
experienced Storm Eunice and the consequential power cut – a big thanks to Bev & 
Simon Gale lending us a camp stove to make emergency coffee for those that braved 
the high winds! We had diesel shortages making it difficult to deliver flowers and 
then the national shortage of delivery drivers meant that UK grown flowers from 
further afield often arrived at random times!  

Christmas is coming! 
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The Catkin Blooms team were amazing at 
managing the Mother’s Day madness in 
March, whilst I had Covid and thankfully 
things settled down once the weather 
improved. Since then we’ve celebrated 
British Flowers Week, the Queen’s Jubilee 
(congratulations to Jan & Dave Ovenden 
who won our Queen’s Quiz!), floral 
demonstrations at RHS Rosemoor during 
the Summer heatwaves, dressed the well for 
Winkleigh Fair Week, sponsored a Winkleigh 
FC football match, had visits from charity 
fund-raising groups on bikes, loads of 

international visitors on touring motorbikes and even a visit from a family called 
Winkleigh from the USA!  

We installed new reclaimed doors to be more accessible, sourced a second-hand 
high chair and changing station to be more family friendly, and sold local dog ice to 
help in the Summer heat, as we welcome dogs into the shop café. We’ve also held 
several skills-based workshops including cooking, baking, sewing and dyeing and as 
we head into December we’ll be running Christmas Wreath making workshops, 
please pop in and enquire if you’d like to find out more or email 
enquiries@catkinblooms.co.uk . 

COP 27- the meeting of world leaders to discuss climate change is just starting this 
November and highlights the need to 
consider the environment especially this 
Christmas. We are trying to do our bit at 
Catkin Blooms and source gifts that are 
locally made and plastic free with the world 
in mind. The moss used in our wreaths is 
sustainably sourced and our Christmas Trees 
are locally grown, all our furniture is 
repurposed and reclaimed. We try to support 
as many other local businesses as we can and 
supply our delicious No. 1 Coffee from local 
roasters in Okehampton, milk in recycled 
glass from Taw River Dairy in Sampford 

Courtenay, cakes in cardboard from Peck & Strong in Crediton and glass-bottled 
Apple Juice from Winkleigh and locally produced honey from Broadwoodkelly!  

Please pop in and take a look and we hope you get to enjoy a very Merry Christmas, 
from all of us at Catkin Blooms and thanks for your continued support. 

Cath Kenny 
 

mailto:enquiries@catkinblooms.co.uk
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Posties and proof-readers enjoyed a slap up tea at Fiona’s in September. As these 
volunteers are a vital cog in The Distinctly Winkleigh machine, The Winkleigh Society 
committee decided several years ago that an annual thank-you tea was in order by 
way of a thank-you. 

After a two year hiatus (courtesy of Covid) it was great to be able to resume this 
tradition.  

Eighteen of us gathered at Fiona’s: veteran posties, newbies and proof-readers. 
Delicious sandwiches, cake and a bottomless tea pot was the order of the day. (see 
photos on the adjacent page). 

We raised a cup in thanks to Ron Fletcher and John Williams who are both hanging 
up their postie shorts after many years delivering copies to the residents of Kings 
Meadow and Southernhay.  

It was a real tonic to meet up again and show our appreciation of the out-reach team 
responsible for checking and delivering Distinctly Winkleigh. 

Penny Griffiths 

Posties Thank-you Tea 
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 What a fantastic and Classy Edition! 

 Very well thought out, Colour appreciated 

 It’s much more appealing to children and young people in colour, a colour 
picture captures attention 

 Nice to see inside pictures in Colour. Always look forward to receiving it 
through the door 

 Colour pictures break it up and make it easier to read. There’s so much 
information in it. 

 Can you have a Children’s page please? Maybe a quarterly colouring 
competition? 

 There’s the psychological aspect of this colour cover, it makes you want to 
touch it. 

 You will get more Advertiser support if it’s in Colour, I keep them now they 
have Colour 

 I love the Historical Articles, it’s social History, Local History in the making 

 Nice to have colour for special occasions. 

 Good Edition, feels nice, very professional ‘Look’. 

 Colour’s fine, so is black and white ( which is easier to recycle) maybe keep 
colour for special occasions 

 Very informative, I like the full colour copy 

 This is a Historical copy, lovely colour, Great record of Village Life 

 Much more professional in colour 

 I’m not bothered either way, I can re-read them online where they are 
always in colour 

 Colour’s great if affordable, breaks it up and more likely to appeal to the 
younger generation, everything they experience nowadays is in colour 

 I like it both in colour and in black and white, either way. 

 Everything stands out more in colour 

 I keep all of them and re-read from time to time, they’re collector’s items. 

 The children were more interested in looking at this edition 

 Very much like the colour. If it can be afforded, it’s a good thing 

 Absolutely needs to be in colour! Whatever the cost!  

 Like the colour but too many articles about planning. !t’s an important 
subject but 4 in one edition is too much 

 Adverts stand out better in colour 

 Why don’t you advertise and regularly display your archive again? 

Compiled by Rachel Goldsworthy 
 

VOX POP: Feedback on Distinctly Winkleigh Full Colour Edition 83 
from the Village Hall Markets in October and November 
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Plans for the 2022 Christmas Fair are in the advanced stages as we write this on 3rd 
November, with no major disasters. Yet!! We're really looking forward to the 
evening’s festivities and hope for some favourable British weather. The rain of last-
year’s fair didn't stop us having fun but be sure to wrap up warm to prepare for the 
worst and hope for the best!!! It's been great fun arranging this event although we 
laughed so hard at the last committee meeting we had to stay late just to catch up!!! 

This is a family event, so we'd like to encourage as many people as we can to attend, 
young and old, and we will do our absolute best to make sure there is something for 
everyone! Although there may be some deviations from the programme below, this 
is what you can expect on Saturday 3rd December from 5 pm – 8 pm in the main 
Village Square: 

 5.15 pm Christmas lights countdown and switch-on, 

 Santa to arrive in style before retiring to his grotto with his elves, 

 The fabulous Crediton Town Brass Band will kick off the festive tunes, 

 The wonderful talents of the Winkleigh Singers Choir will see us through 
from 7 pm, 

 There will be 25 market stalls, 

Winkleigh Christmas Fair - 2022 
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 A BBQ, mulled wine and mince pies, 

 A children's activity stall and possibly some snow from above! 

This entire event is staged by volunteers so everything you see on the day has been 
arranged on donated time and effort. From the market stalls and lights, to the 
handsome BBQ chefs and cheery mulled wine servers, raffle prizes, the tree and 
much much more. You all know who you are. We owe a massive thank you to 
everyone who has helped us so far and we will owe even bigger thanks to many more 
on the day itself....but for now - thank you so much. To you and my fellow Winkleigh 
Fair Group members....you are legends!!! 

While you read this, if you feel that you would like to join in and be part of our small 
but fabulous organising team, please do get in touch with us and we'd be delighted 
to welcome you: contact gareth_cowan@hotmail.com 

So please please please support our wonderful village and come along for some fun 
and traditional Christmas tunes and who knows....you might get to see Santa along 
the way!! 

Love and Christmas Hugs from the Winkleigh Fair Organising Group 

Now here are some photos from last year to get you in the right mood! 
 

mailto:gareth_cowan@hotmail.com
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All dates & details are believed to be correct at the time of going to press. 
Please send details of your events to articles@distinctlywinkleigh.co.uk. 

For up to date details (if DW has been notified of any changes) see the online 
diary at www.winkleighonline.com. 

December 
3rd from 10 am - Noon Okehampton Choral Society ‘Coffee & Carols’ at 

Okehampton Church Hall (next door to ‘Toast’)  

3rd from 10 am - Noon Winkleigh Fair Christmas Market, Village Hall 

3rd from 5 pm – 8 pm Winkleigh Christmas Market 

7th from 2 – 4 pm Memory Café – Community Centre 

10th - 10:00 am-3:00 pm Nativity Festival, Winkleigh Parish Church 

18th – 4 pm Nine Lessons & Carols, Winkleigh Parish Church 

18th – 6.30  – 7.30 pm Winkleigh Singers to lead Festival of Nine Lessons and 
Carols at St Michael’s Church, Great Torrington 

21st from 2 – 4 pm Memory Café – Community Centre 

24th at 5 pm Crib Service, Winkleigh Parish Church 

24th at 11.30 pm  Midnight Mass, Winkleigh Parish Church 

25th 9.30 am  Christmas Day Eucharist, Winkleigh Parish Church 

January 
4th from 2 – 4 pm Memory Café – Community Centre 

7th from 10 am - Noon Winkleigh Village Hall Market (first Saturday monthly 

18th from 2 -4 pm Memory Cafe – Community Centre 

21st from 2 pm – 5 pm Britannia ‘Behind the Scenes’ Open Day, located 
behind Airfield Garage. Seckington Cross 

February 
1st from 2 – 4 pm Memory Café – Community Centre 

15th from 2 – 4 pm Memory Café – Community Centre 

The Winkleigh Growers are a friendly group of committed gardeners who cultivate 
plots on a fenced site next to Winkleigh Sports Centre. There are several whole and 

half plots available at the moment at a cost of £60 / 
£30 per year. We have water and wheelbarrows on 
site and vehicle access for most of the year. If you 
are interested in joining us and have the time and 
the energy to keep a tidy and productive plot, please 
contact Catherine Knight on 07816 608819 for a chat 
and a site visit.  

What’s On Diary – September – December 2022 What’s On Diary – December 2022 – February 2023 

Winkleigh Allotments – How about growing your own? 

mailto:articles@distinctlywinkleigh.co.uk
http://www.winkleighonline.com/
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After a hectic period when we firstly celebrated the Platinum Jubilee of HM Queen 
Elizabeth II then, within weeks, mourned her sad passing and welcomed King Charles 
III to the throne, the last few weeks have, politics and energy aside, seemed relatively 
quiet. The use of the Village Hall continues to thrive with both regular and new or 
single event customers making full use of all facilities. The new, fully-fitted, kitchen 
and the refurbished meeting room/bar are hugely popular. 

The hall committee has recently purchased new cinema equipment, including a 
portable projector, screen, and sound bar with the intention of relaunching its 
cinema evenings. It is planned that these will be held in the meeting room with room 
for circa 30 viewers. This will provide a more intimate and warmer setting without 
the acoustic issues that continually impacted upon the listening experience in the 
larger hall. Watch the Facebook pages and notice boards for more details. 

Christmas is almost upon us, and the hall will again be hosting a magnificent market 
between 10 am and 12 midday on Saturday 3rd December. There will be live seasonal 
music on the stage, a large number of stalls to cater for all your festive needs, 
refreshments including mulled wine and mince pies, plus the usual teas, coffees and 
cakes, and a huge raffle, the proceeds from which will be donated to All Saints’ 
Church to assist in its wonderful efforts to help those in need within its parish. 

 
The hall committee is seeking people from within the community who might like to 
join our ranks in helping to run and manage the hall. Anyone reading this who feels 
that they would like to help is invited to contact me – Tony Aston – on 01837 83248, 
07946 490967 or at tonyaston1953@gmail.com. We would love to hear from you!  

Even though all of us are having to take measures to ensure that our forthcoming 
energy bills are not too eye-watering, your hall committee wishes everyone a merry 
Christmas and a peaceful New Year. We look forward to seeing you in 2023. 
  

Winkleigh Village Hall News 

mailto:tonyaston1953@gmail.com
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I, like all of you, have been bewildered and angry at the changes and 
instability in central Government over these last few months. All at a 
time when we are facing a very serious security threat from Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine with its consequent energy crisis and when we were 
already suffering from the long-term impact of the COVID pandemic on 
our economy (the biggest financial “hit” the country had taken since the 

last World War). Let’s hope that our central Government quickly stabilises and gets on 
with steering the country through these unprecedented times.  

I say this because I want to reassure everyone that my work on Torridge District Council 
is not influenced in any way by national politics and I will continue to represent everyone 
in the Ward in any of the areas that Torridge has responsibility.  

As you will know we are currently involved in a protracted and difficult round of planning 
applications for two large developments around Winkleigh. I am in regular contact with 
planning officers, the Parish Council and local residents, trying to help find a way forward 
that meets the planning officers’ requirements to comply with national planning 
regulations, whilst also satisfying those of local residents.  

Not easy; however I firmly believe that the amount of new development, both current 
and planned, is disproportionate to the size of the village. I have exercised my right to 
“call in” both applications which means that if officers recommend approval then the 
arguments for and against the applications (including contributions from residents) will 
have to be heard by the Council’s Plans Committee in a public meeting. Watch this space! 

We have recently been informed of a new government initiative called the Rural England 
Prosperity Fund. Torridge has been awarded nearly £1m and grants can be given to 
capital projects that will benefit the rural economy – agricultural diversification being 
one. More details can be found on the Torridge website.  

As always, please feel free to contact me if you want to discuss a matter concerning the 
Ward or if you need help with any of the services that Torridge provide. 

Cllr Simon Newton MBE 

Tel: 07943 830220 – Email: councillor.newton@torridge.gov.uk  

From Our Torridge District Councillor 
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The hard work and total dedication of the Britannia Sailing Trust team has paid off. 
In the last update it was mentioned that the Trust had won one award and been put 
forward for another at the annual National Transport Trust award ceremony. Well, 
the Trust did get the second award - the Peter Allen award, given to very few 
recipients, acknowledging them as the Best of the Best of this year’s transport 
restoration projects. A double award is a true reflection of the effort that has been 
put in to her restoration by the team, several of whom are Winkleigh people. 

The Trust is proud to say that the 
Winkleigh Community has been of 
great support which is hugely 
appreciated. Over the four plus 
years of Britannia’s stay in 
Winkleigh work has continued 
through cold winters and 
sweltering summers and she is now 
looking like a proper ship. The work 
is hard, heavy and relentless. Two 
local young people who joined the 
Britannia work effort as volunteers, 
Abi and Seb, have developed great 
skills and abilities while working on 
Britannia. Seb, who took a 
carpentry course during lockdown, 
which was difficult to say the least, 
is now leading some jobs on 
Britannia, has grown significantly 
under the expert tutelage of Sam 
and Andy and is well on his way to 
becoming a qualified boat builder. 

Seb’s determination is incredible. All the time he’s 
been working on Britannia he has travelled one 
and a half hours by bus each way every day to get 
to and from work.  

Abi, who also joined as a volunteer, has gained 
great skills in boat building and is at present on 
board the sailing ship Tamar on a seafarer 
placement, learning the ropes of traditional 
sailing. I believe she’s also been offered an Atlantic 
crossing next year.  

The Britannia Sailing Trust Update 

Vicki receiving the award 
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Recently the Iddlesleigh Ladies visited 
Britannia to have a ‘behind the scenes’ 
look at her with cups of tea and cakes and 
a good poke about this magnificent, 
double award-winning ship. Look out for 
the next Open Day on 21st of January 2023.  

Britannia is aiming for launch in the 
Autumn of next year; If everything goes to 
plan, she’ll be leaving Winkleigh and 
heading for Exeter and the sea. Keep an 

eye out for further reports in Distinctly Winkleigh for news of our launch date in 
2023. It will be a sad day when she leaves Winkleigh as she has been welcomed and 

supported by this generous community. 
We, the Trust, will be sad to be leaving but 
at the same time excited for her future, 
back at sea, sailing over the waves as she 
should be. There will no doubt be a 
hootenanny of a double themed party. The 
end of the ‘Winkleigh chapter’ and the 
beginning of the ‘back to the sea chapter’.   

As usual volunteers from the Britannia Trust will be at the monthly market in 
Winkleigh where you can pick up sea-salty things and help with this award-winning 
local project. We will also be at the Winkleigh Fair on the 3rd of December and will 
be having a ‘Behind the Scenes’ open day at the site between 2 pm and 5 pm on 
January the 21st 2023. 

Monthly donations from as little as five pounds a month are very welcome. Anyone 
donating regularly between now and the proposed launch in the Autumn next year 
will be offered a chance to sail on her. Details of all donation options are given at 
Donation Options - Britannia (britanniasailingtrust.org). 

Thank you Winkleigh from the trustees and volunteers of the Britannia project. 

https://britanniasailingtrust.org/donation-options/
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Great news from the Trustee’s of WWMRFF! We are shortly to extend the area 
currently used by Winkleigh Youth Division Football Club (The old Bowling Green) so 
that we can apply for a grant to set up a MUGA (Multi Use Games Area). If our plans 
come to fruition, we aim to offer new activities on the playing area such as Walking 
Football and Netball/Volleyball facilities. The existing bio-diversity area would be 
moved back, and we are looking at developing the area behind this and extending 
out to the boundary – more of this for the next edition of DW. 

 

We are also currently in negotiations with Winkleigh Football Club to alter the setup 
of our changing area and shower facilities so that both WFC and their away visitors 
can use a more modern and comfortable facility. Once altered, the changing areas 
and showers could then be used by all those involved with sports in the centre. 

There have been a few changes during the year with a number of new Trustees 
coming on board.  

Our current board of Trustees are: Mike Wilson – Chairman, 

Sue Taylor – Treasurer, Greg Goldsworthy – Secretary, 

Roy Bannister, David Woollacott, Ron Indge, Alan Jacobs 

If you wish to contact us, please email: wwmrff@outlook.com which will forward 
your email to all the Trustees. 

The Trustees would like to wish you all a very happy and safe Christmas.  

News from WWMRFF (Sports Centre) 
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Hollocombe Hut and the Hollocombe Facebook site, with 112 members, continue to 
be valuable sources of support and information.  

   

   

   

The main event since last time was the wonderful Halloween celebrations with 
amazing and imaginative window and garden displays. The Hollocombe witches 

made a return visit braving the torrential rain. On this 
page are some pictures of Halloween and thanks to 
Helena for decorating our Hut for Halloween and 
Bonfire night. If you have any articles, news stories or 
photos, please email me on pebbles256@gmail.com as I 
would love to include them in future Hollocombe 

Community Group quarterly updates 😀 
 
Stay safe and take care!  

Sue Dally  
(7 November 2022) 

Hollocombe Community Group Update: November 2022 
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Winkleigh U10’s played their first two Devon FA league games on 1st October at 
North Tawton football ground against Heavitree U10 Hawks and Alphington Youth 
U10’s. Although Winkleigh were not able to come away with a win, the effort and 
enthusiasm that they all put into the game was encouraging. In their next game 
against Lympstone Wildcats they were able to score their first league goal and their 
playing technique has improved greatly with every game that they have played. 

Our training sessions for both the U8’s and U10’s will now both take place on a 
Monday evening with the U8’s taking the 17.00-18:00 slot and the U10’s from 18:15-
19:15. There are hot drinks, snacks and seating available for those coming to watch. 

A big shout-out to all the trainers, support and admin staff without whom none of 
this would be possible. We are always looking for people to help even if it’s only to 
pump up a few balls or helping to set up the floodlights. 

We are also always looking for new players to join our coaching sessions. 

Contacts:  

Liz Jones – (Treasurer and U9/10 Administrator)  

Email: Lizjones@hotmail.co.uk - Tel: 07752 967283 

Leanne Wonnacott – (Secretary and U9/10 Administrator)  

Email: winkleighyfc@outlook.com - Tel: 07740 104554 

Rachel Dunn – (U7/8’s Administrator)  

Email: rmdunn83@gmail.com -  Tel: 07779 513204 

Greg Goldsworthy - (Chair)  

email: wydfc_gg@outlook.com - Tel: 07813 158568  

Winkleigh Youth Division Football Club 
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Winkleigh-based independent small business, 
Rocket & Rose has opened its new doors at 
Beechlea Industrial Estate. Owner Gemma 
Ansell-Nelson has been running the company 
for 10 years now with the help of her three 
children, and is very happy to be opening this 
new space in Beechlea. Gemma says "It's so 
lovely to be open and see the local people of 
Winkleigh and the surrounding areas again. The 
feedback on the shop and business has been 
amazing." 

Rocket & Rose will be offering regular Sewing 
Courses in the new Studio upstairs above the 

shop. There will also be Children's T-Shirt printing parties being held here and 
'Sewcial Sessions' every other Tuesday where you can come along and use the space 
for your crafting projects and 'Sewcialise' with other like-minded crafters. Children's 
Sewing and Intermediate Sewing Classes are also being planned, as well as guest 
workshops for other crafts including silver, pottery and glass fusing. 

Gemma's other company, Rocket 
Clothing Co provides printed and 
embroidered workwear and is also 
situated at the new shop, with a 
dedicated showroom area of workwear 
samples for you to see. 

The shop and showroom are open 
Monday to Saturday, with the 
children's parties taking place at 
weekends. 

For more information, the shop is 
situated at the very front of Beechlea 
Industrial Estate. Drive in and turn left, 
then first right and right again and look 
for the pink gnome outside the shop. 
www.rocketandrose.com 
www.rocketclothing.co 

Email: info@rocketandrose.com or 
phone 01837 682827 

Rocket & Rose - New Location 

http://www.rocketandrose.com/
http://www.rocketclothing.co/
mailto:info@rocketandrose.com
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Many of us have feeders hanging in the garden but we may be getting concerned 
about Avian Flu and noticing a serious decline in bird numbers recently.  

I do a weekly count for the Garden Bird Watch scheme run by the British Trust for 
Ornithology (BTO) (not the same as the RSPB count every January). I record on-line 
the largest number of each species of birds ‘using’ my garden each week. You can 
find this on the BTO website which is currently free to join. In the last few weeks 
(writing on 1st November) I have recorded the lowest number of species I have ever 
recorded here: only 14 species in the week. Generally my figures would be c.24 in 
summer and c.19 in winter. I used to have a large Crabtree but had to have it taken 
down due to honey fungus, so I have lost Treecreeper; also Woodpecker and 
Nuthatch are now unusual. As this has been a very fruitful season the birds do not 
need to risk coming into our gardens while there is plenty to eat in the woods and 
hedgerows.  

There is no evidence yet that Avian flu is reaching inland garden birds, but we are 
strongly advised to report dead birds and don’t touch. There is now clear evidence 
that the finch disease Trichomonosis is significantly worse in urban / village areas, 
which is attributed to the bird feeders. Please, if you continue to feed the birds, do 
wash and disinfect your feeders very regularly.  

Should you feed the birds at all? There are different views here. I continue to do so 
all year or my annual statistics would be unreliable. However one view suggests not 
to feed except in the coldest part of the year, say January to May, when the 

Feeding the Birds this winter 
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hedgerows are exhausted and then there are the chicks to feed. The concern is that 
if birds get so used to being fed they will lose the ability to find food in the wild. 
However the evidence seems to be that very few birds are ‘tied’ to one garden - 
though the gang of 20 House Sparrows in my garden is an exception. In one careful 
study the maximum number of blackbirds seen in a garden was four; actually 79 
blackbirds used the garden, but no more than four at any one time.  

If you are going to continue feeding keep moving the feeders, but give them plenty 
of shelter, next to the hedge, not out in the middle of the lawn - unless you are keen 
on Sparrowhawks. Generally predation is much less of a problem for birds than 
starvation. I am a product of the Baby-boom generation, when human beings had 
lots of children to make up for losses in the war; birds do the same, but they cannot 
breed if starving.  

If you want to distinguish bird songs better, I recommend the App called Merlin, 
which is free and comes from Cornell University. Switch on, and it lists all the birds it 
can hear, including those too high-pitched for my old ears. Occasionally you get a 
really stupid record, maybe a bird only known in Brazil, but usually it is reliable. Only 
yesterday it made me look up to find the Redwing it was recording. Thoroughly 
recommended. 

Peter Howard 
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Autumn has always been a busy time for Winkleigh Young 
Farmer’s Club and this year has been no exception. 
September saw our Annual General Meeting supported by a 
good turnout of new and old members and club leaders. Last 
year’s club officers obviously did a splendid job as everyone 
is staying in their roles for the following year. At least we’ve 
outdone the Conservative government! 

Shortly after, 3 members attended a 
‘Call my Bluff’ competition in 
Holsworthy. Luke Stevens and Amber 
Brook both excelled at this and made it 
through to the county round.  

Members were also grafting throughout 
September at weekends and in 
evenings, getting our Wild West float 
ready for the carnival season. The hard 
work paid off as we won ‘Best YFC Float’ 
and second best in show at South Zeal 
Carnival. Look out for us at Dolton, 
Hatherleigh and Holsworthy carnivals all 
coming up soon. I’d like to extend my 
thanks to the Pearce family for the kind 
use of their shed and to Jack Luscombe 
for driving the float at all of the 
carnivals.  

Winkleigh YFC Distinctly Winkleigh Update 
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We also held our 
annual New 
Members meeting 
recently. It was 
great to see several 
new faces at the 
meeting and fun 
was had all round 
with some very 
good team-building 
games. We always 
welcome new 

members 
throughout the year 
so don’t feel that 
you’ve missed the 
boat! 

At the end of 
October, James 
Pearce and I 
represented the 

Tarka Group at Exeter Cathedral, decorating the pillars ready for the harvest festival 
ceremony. Central to our display, were sheaves of Winkleigh thatching reed.  

For the approaching festivities, we have several events such as our club Christmas 
meal and the county Christmas ball, where we might partake in a pint or two! The 
calendar is also filled with events such as farm tours, quizzes and several Christmas 
challenges where we normally expect a great attendance from members.  

For more information about our club or membership, feel free to call me on 07498 
972991 or find our Facebook group – Winkleigh YFC.   

Tim Laarveld, Social Secretary 
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We are all very happy to announce that we have, once 
more, received funding from the “Big Lottery”. This 
award, of course, means that we are funded for another 
year. But above all, it means that our small band of 

volunteers have the backing of our specialist, Trish Burke. She has worked, over the 
years, through most of the problems that are facing our members and their carers. 

We are primarily open for people suffering from various types of Memory Loss 
together with their carers. But, over the last couple of years – post Covid – we have 
seen the results of people becoming isolated, losing their confidence, feeling at times 
like being a prisoner in their own home and this can sometimes lead to mental ill-
health. 

Thanks to our volunteers, we hope to bring some fun, some joy, special events and 
keep our members on their toes with our regular “movement to music” sessions. All 

this, of course, before a cup of tea and a piece of cake! 

Our activities have not gone unnoticed as we have recently received 
two extremely generous donations for which we are very grateful. 

 
 

Winkleigh Memory Café 
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Master sculptor, Andrew Sinclair MRSS SWAc has been keeping a secret about a 
sculpture of the Queen he created some time ago, which will soon be displayed in 
The Royal Box at Ascot Racecourse.  

In 2008 Andrew Sinclair MRSS 
SWAc was asked by Ascot 
Racecourse to create a bas-relief 
sculpture of HM Queen Elizabeth 
II, along with those of all the 
monarchs who have reigned 
since the racecourse was 
founded. Following her death, 
the bas relief will now take its 
place in the Royal Box. 

Andrew was commissioned to 
create a series of bas-relief plaque portraits for the Royal Box at Ascot Racecourse. 
The course has always had a close association with the royal family, being only six 
miles from Windsor Castle, and the commission was to create portraits of all the 
monarchs who have reigned since the racecourse was founded in 1711 by Queen 
Anne.  

Andrew researched each monarch extensively and worked closely with both 
historians and the Royal 
Mint to ensure detailed 
likenesses. He worked 
directly from the original 
historic drawings of the 
coins from each monarch’s 
reign. The bas-relief plaques 
are now positioned along 
the concourse of the Royal 
Box at the racecourse. 
Andrew was also 
commissioned to create the 
coat of arms that adorns 
both the inside, and 
famously, the outside of the 
Royal Box.  

Press Release from the 
Sculpture School  

Secret Portrait of HM Queen Elizabeth II by local Sculptor 
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North Devon Journal, [Oct 17]. Alison Hernandez, Devon and Cornwall Police and 
Crime Commissioner announces a clamp down on speeding drivers and pushes back 
on motorists who regard motoring offences as socially acceptable. She highlights the 
worrying increase in road fatalities in Devon and Cornwall and the work of ‘Brake’ 
the road safety charity. 

Crediton Courier, [Oct 27]. Mid Devon Council is addressing the problem of air 
pollution by installing more electric charging points, a low emissions taxi programme 
and actively and financially supporting the new railway station at Cullompton with 
ample parking. They have also required developers to provide air quality 
information as part of their applications. 

The Moorlander, [0ct 27]. Features the fortieth anniversary of the Museum of 
Dartmoor Life in Okehampton. An oak tree was planted in Simmons Park to 
commemorate this milestone of a home grown museum dreamed up by Rosie and 
John Young around their kitchen table four decades ago. The museum is planning a 
grand celebration next year.  

Western Morning News, [Nov 5]. Leads on arts funding boost for the South West. 
Funding is being switched from London based venues e.g. English National Opera 
and the Donmar Warehouse and distributed around the regions. The Queen’s 
Theatre Barnstaple and The Landmark at Ilfracombe will share 3 million. Plough Arts 
Torrington and Wren Music based at Okehampton will also benefit.  

Okehampton Times. Reports on the Devon’s best churchyard competition where 
Chagford Parish Church has won second prize for its promotion of a wild and 
wonderful vision that encourages and enhances bio-diversity and wildlife.  

Penny Griffiths 

 

  

Devon Press Snippets 



54 
 

It was lovely to see you at the Macmillan Coffee Morning at Orchard Bungalow in 
Wembworthy in September, after a two year COVID19 break! Over 40 friends came 
along. There was nattering, laughter, coffee, tea, cake, a raffle, a ‘bring and buy’ sale 
and a lucky dip. The result of all this merriment was that £415.00  was raised for a 
very good cause! Many thanks to everyone who came along, helped out and most of 
all donated, including those who couldn’t attend on the day. Also a special thank you 
to Chris Hodgson Engineering Ltd for their most generous donation on the day. 
Here’s looking forward to the next time! 

Brenda Churcher 

  

Enjoying a Morning Cuppa with Friends 

COFFEE AND CAROLS - Saturday 3rd December 
Come and join Okehampton Choral Society for a ‘Coffee and Carols’ morning 10 
am-12 noon in Okehampton Church Hall (next door to ‘Toast’) and get your 
festive season off to a good start. Join in with some of our best-known carols or 
just enjoy listening. 
Admission is £1.50 to include coffee or tea and light refreshments, proceeds to 
be shared with Okehampton Christmas Lights fund. 
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Editors Apology: This article was omitted in error from the Autumn 
Edition (DW83) 

After six months of discussion, planning and preparation the day arrived, the 30th 
Anniversary of Taw Valley Quilters show was opened at the Community Centre. After 
20 years the village was able to see what we make at our monthly meetings. 

We had 7 quilt stands for the heavier and larger quilts, (a big thank you to Jenny 
Crossland from South West Quilters for the stands and all her help and advice); the 
rest were put over numerous sturdy clothes horses etc. and tables and chairs. Thank 
you also to Margaret Bridgeman for the use of her travel cot to display small and cot 
quilts. 

We were unfortunately unable to display all the items listed on our leaflets, due to 
shortage of space. 

The hall looked magnificent bedecked with bunting and with windows full of 
cushions, owls, and other things, besides all the boards full of our wall hangings, and 
not a space to be had. 

It was Fair Saturday and fortunately the weather was good (a little too hot for some 
racing in the square), the direction signs were up, and our visitors and friends 
wandered in. 

Our group of ladies were ready, and very enthusiastic, enjoying chatting and 
informing, none more so than Jackie (Hunt-Dart) a member from the start (still 
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sewing and making articles) and 
Hazel (John) a long-standing 
member at our Archive table. We 
had photos from the start of TVQ 
and some items on display were 
made for the 10th Anniversary in 
2002.  

 It was wonderful to see the ladies 
and gentlemen enquiring how 
quilts were made, and trying to 
work out how some of the 
patterns, such as log cabin, 

disappearing nine patch, Ohio Star, stack and whack etc. were assembled. As a group 
we attempted to show how different methods such as sashiko, applique, trapunto, 
baltimore to name a few, are in incorporated into designs. Recycling is important to 
us, old shirts, scraps of fabric, ribbon, buttons, threads and decorations are never 
tossed aside once you are a patchworker and quilter! 

Quilts were on display at our education table to show how quilts are assembled, and 
Lin (Clapson) and Val (Judge) could demonstrate how to hand quilt which the 
majority of TVQ members prefer. 

Every one of the group pitched in to help with this exhibition and I am extremely 
proud of the effort made to make this a fantastic event. The menfolk must be 
thanked for their contribution too, for helping in the setting up and dismantling. 

Thank you to all who supported our Sales and Tombola (there were over 70 prizes) 
tables, the proceeds help our funding of workshops and other activities. 

We had a wonderful day and really pleased our show was enjoyed by so many, 
encouraging others to join in our absorbing hobby. 

Margaret Ferguson   
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CLAM OYSTER STARFISH 

CRAB SEAHORSE STINGRAY 

DOLPHIN SHARK TURTLE 

LOBSTER  SHRIMP WALRUS 

OCTOPUS SQUID WHALE 

 
Solution on Page 61 

  

Word Search 
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Solution on Page 61 

(“Sudoku puzzles are provided by www.sudokuoftheday.com”)  

Sudoku Puzzle 
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Puzzle Solutions 
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This edition of Distinctly Winkleigh is following hot on the heels of the autumn one 
but we wanted to return to the ‘normal’ quarterly cycle, after the unexpected delay 
last time. Consequently there are not quite as many reports and articles as usual this 
time, although everything is in full colour once again as Christmas is coming.  

Our advertisers continue to support us, for which we thank them; unfortunately we 
have had to increase our advertising costs, starting with the spring edition in 2023, 
in response to the ever-increasing printing and postage costs (details on page 3). 

We would also like to thank everyone who stops by our table at the Monthly Market 
to express their interest in Distinctly Winkleigh and the Winkleigh Society, several of 
whom have made donations to our funds for which we are very grateful. 

Having recorded the Platinum Jubilee and mourned the sad death of our late Queen 
in 2022, we can now look forward to the Coronation of HM King Charles III in May. 

The deadline for the Spring 2023 edition will be noon on Monday February 6th to 
provide a bit more time to put it together. Publication and distribution are planned 
for the end of February, but please don’t wait until the last minute to send us articles! 

We wish you a very Merry Christmas and Happy New 

Year and thank you all for your support and interest. 

And Finally ……… 
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