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New Handrail on Elms Meadow: Very 
pleased to report that Adam Wonnacott 
has installed a new stout handrail on the 
Elms Meadow estate. The old one was 
neglected and broken providing no 
protection for walkers and a dreadful 
gateway advert on the approach road into 
Winkleigh. 

Adam, with materials and labour funded by 
The Winkleigh Society, has designed and 
erected stout oak posts and treated wood 

rails in accordance with Highways specifications. Distinctly Winkleigh has told the 
story before  of how Brian Holland battled and campaigned with Elms Meadow 
mothers to create this walkway when the only route out was via the 60 mph bypass. 
Locals call it Brian’s Way and we hope in the near future to sign it that way. 

Future Events: September 2nd. We will be taking part in the Parish Council Get-to-
know your- village event at the Community Centre. Come and meet our committee, 
find out what we do, peruse our archive and learn how Distinctly Winkleigh is put 
together and distributed. 

North Devon Heritage Centre Visit: Barnstaple Library on Tuesday September 19th 
2 - 4 pm. The Winkleigh Society has booked a private session with the chief archivist 
Gary Naggs. He will be displaying the considerable Winkleigh and Hollocombe 
archive that is held on the top floor of the library: Church deeds dating from Henry 

The Winkleigh Society: Chair’s Report August 2023 
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Vlll, many maps, legal deeds, bastardy, apprentice, militia and poor law records. A 
rare opportunity to be guided through original documents and ask questions. We 
can take up to 25. Interested? Ring Penny on 83407 to book. 

Posties Tea: Our annual thank you to our brilliant team of posties will be held at 
Fiona’s Farm Shop & Kitchen where we treat them to one of Fiona’s wonderful 
afternoon teas. Date: Sat 7th October. 

Thank you: Peter and Margery Howard who are upping sticks and moving to 
Okehampton. Both have played an active part in village life, Margery, a talented 
artist and key member of the art group, and Peter, church organist and a founder 
member of the Bondleigh Barn Band and a dedicated ornithologist tracking and 
identifying changing bird migrations. Peter was also Chair of The Winkleigh Society 
for several years and organised an impressive series of talks and lectures. He was 
particularly interested in landscapes and the danger of landscapes such as 
Winkleigh’s [not qualifying as an ANOB] being overlooked. Especially after the 
pandemic “safe access for all is central and a powerful emphasis on public health is 
expected”. [DW81 page 23]. All Peter’s contributions can be accessed in past copies. 

Penny Griffiths 
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In early summer, neighbours on Hatherleigh Road who overlook the next proposed 
Allison Homes site were intrigued by the busy activity of the archaeological team 
sent in to excavate trial trenches. It was obvious, says Malcolm Passmore, that 
they were excited by what they were finding.  

Local interest has been stirred by the news that, following excavation of these trial 
trenches (dug to test the results of an earlier geophysical survey), more 
investigations will need to be conducted. John Valentin of AC Archaeology, Director 
[Devon Office] is leading the investigations and writes: “As anticipated the 
geophysical results indicate an oval-ditched settlement enclosure of 40 metres 
diameter and it appears we have a small defended farmstead of middle-to late iron 
age date [circa 200 BC]”. 

Following discussions with the Devon Historic Environment Team: John goes on to 
say: “A larger area will be opened up and more detailed excavation of the enclosure 
and settlement will take place which is likely to be of six to eight weeks duration”. 

Apparently Allison Homes is keen to make the findings known in open days for the 
school and village when it is better understood what has been found. Distinctly 
Winkleigh will keep you posted. 

Penny Griffiths 
  

Winkleigh Circa 200 BC? 
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Can I start by thanking everyone who was involved in running 
and making Winkleigh Fair such a success? I know running a 
large event like this is not an easy task, especially when the 
weather decides to cause havoc! Nonetheless, I enjoyed 
coming to both the opening and closing weekends of the Fair, 
and despite the rain having to move everything indoors on the 

last weekend it was great to see so many people and families still being able 
to enjoy themselves. 

It has been another busy summer at Devon County Council. Locally, the 20 
MPH zone around Townsend Hill has been advertised and barring any major 
objections or delays (and I know from painful experience how likely delays 
are in this process!), we should be looking at an implementation in the 
Autumn. As part of this scheme we will also see the 30 mph limit extended 
on the A3124 ‘bypass’ just past the junction with Elms Meadow. This will 
correct the long-standing anomaly here where Elms Meadow currently exits 
onto a 60 mph road. 

We have also seen the start of the ‘Dragon Patcher’ working in Winkleigh and 
roads around Torrington Rural however, at the time of writing in early 
August, progress has been much slower than I would have liked, mainly due 
to the torrential weather we’ve had since July. I am hoping that from August 
onwards we will have a sustained period of warm, dry weather as that will 
help with getting all the road schemes done on time! 

On more pan-Devon matters, an issue I would like to write about is the 
Mobile Library Service. A decision was taken in July’s Cabinet Meeting to 
decommission this service, mainly due to the age of the remaining vans 

 

Our Devon County Councillor writes … 
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(now around 15 years old), the high cost of replacing them and also due to 
a very clear decline in the number of people using the service. Already, 
some of the communities I represent in Torrington Rural no longer receive 
visits from the Mobile Library because no one was using it. I have carefully 
looked at the data of the Torrington van: in Winkleigh in 2022 there were 9 
visits in the Square where on average 13.9 people were using the van. At 
Four Seasons an average of just 1.7 people were using the van over the 9 
visits, while in Hollocombe there were 8 visits with an average of 9 users. 

Nonetheless, in many other villages the numbers were much lower than 
the Winkleigh and Hollocombe usage, for example in neighbouring 
Ashreigney the average number of users was just 2.3. In St Giles in the 
Wood an average of just 1.5 people used the mobile library at the church 
gate stop over 9 visits over 2022. 

To renew all four vans would likely cost DCC in excess of £800,000 and we 
can tell from the data that fewer people are using the service. So for me, 
while it is sad that the Mobile Library is coming to an end, the priority for 
me has always been how we can deliver a service. If one way of doing it 
isn’t working any more, what can we do instead? 

Therefore, while the Mobile Vans will be decommissioned, the County 
Council will instead be looking to support rural outreach services and in 
particular, look to see if we can establish new Community Library facilities, 
open and accessible to local residents. While we are not talking about re-
creating Torrington or Bideford Library in a village, I think we can set up 
local village community libraries that, for example, could be used or based 
in a village hall and combined with an event such as a coffee morning. These 
could be open for longer, and be far more accessible to people than an 
occasional 2-4 weekly visit of a mobile van for 30 minutes that, particularly 
in winter months, is likely to be in unpleasant inclement weather. 
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Roborough and High Bickington already run their own local community 
libraries and there are many other examples across Devon. DCC is looking to 
pilot a community library initiative in Torrington Rural and I am very keen 
that we do so, particularly here in Winkleigh! 

For me, I think being able to run community libraries in our villages would be 
a much better way of tackling rural isolation and loneliness, while also 
continuing to promoting books and reading in general. 

The Council is also investing in the Home Library Service so that those who 
cannot travel can have books delivered to them at home (with incidentally a 
wider choice of books from the main library, than the limited selection 
available at the vans). 

For school children, the Library Service will continue to promote digital 
subscriptions so that our young people can read books on their tablet of 
choice, as well as complementing existing library book services offered in 
schools. 

I hope that we will see more community libraries in Torrington Rural and 
that we can build on the legacy of the old Mobile Service with an even more 
effective community outreach scheme. 
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Away from libraries and onto other pan-Devon issues, we appear to be in an 
interesting phase of negotiations with the Government over a potential 
devolution deal for Devon. We have always been clear that we do not want 
or expect an elected ‘Mayor’ for Devon, nor any other costly reorganisation 
of local government in the County. This stance initially did not gain much 
favour in London but with other Mayoral bids, such as the one in Cornwall, 
failing to get local support, the Government have now accelerated 
discussions with DCC and our partner Councils. 

Obviously with negotiations still ongoing at the time of writing, I cannot say 
in any great detail what the final deal will look like. However, we are pushing 
hard for extra powers over housing, further education and skills funding, 
public transport funding, and additional capital funds for regeneration 
projects and initiatives like the Appledore Maritime Innovation Centre 
project which recently secured Levelling Up funding. 

Time will tell what the final deal will entail, but more funding, and more 
powers to be issued locally is, I think, to be welcomed. One matter we are 
making clear to the Government is that if Cornwall is given extra powers and 
funding in devolution, we expect the same for Devon. Many of our key 
economic indicators, whether you look here at Torridge or in the south in 
Torbay, are worse than those of Cornwall. If we are to start reversing those 
trends then we will need the same, if not an even better deal than the 
Cornish! 

As ever, if there are any DCC issues you’d like to raise with me you can 
contact me on Facebook at facebook.com/cllrsaywell, ring 07886 446560 or 
email andrew.saywell@devon.gov.uk.  

mailto:andrew.saywell@devon.gov.uk
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With reference to my article about the Devon Mobile Library in DW 
86 page 4. 
I would like to let readers know that I did not intend to give the 
impression that it doesn’t matter if the Mobile Library closes, hence 
the title words, ”Closure Threat”. This was originally submitted within 

the context of my article re The Digital Divide: DW86 page 32, as yet another example 
of digital exclusion!  
Although by no means a replacement service for the Mobile Library, I do, however, 
commend the kindly attitude of Julie, Bev, Carole and Mick for offering to enhance 
their second-hand book collections in the Village Hall monthly market and/or the 
Wednesday Mini-Market in the Community Centre and bringing that to the attention 
of those who may not realise that these resources are available.  
At this time we do not know the outcome of the discussions regarding the Mobile 
Library Service. I believe a meeting was held by the Devon Library Service on 12th 
July. As I regularly use the Mobile Library Service myself, I would be very sorry to see 
it go, and have put forward several ideas as to how it might be made more 
economically viable.  

Rachel Goldsworthy  
[Editor’s note: See DCC News article on page 6] 
 
 

Winkleigh Morris will be starting their winter practice season with taster sessions on 
Tuesday, 1st October & Tuesday 8th October at 7.30 pm in Winkleigh Community 
Centre. New dancers and/or musicians are very welcome - male or female, any age 
(minors 10+ should be accompanied by a parent or other responsible adult). No 
previous experience is necessary. 
It is nearly 34 years since Winkleigh Morris was first started by Sylvia Duffy, then 
landlady of the former Winkleigh Hotel. We still have some of the original members! 
In the first few years nearly all the members lived in Winkleigh or the neighbouring 
villages, but more recently our appeal has spread, and some dancers travel from 
Lustleigh to the South, Great Torrington to the West, Chittlehampton to the North 
and Witheridge to the East. We would, however, really like to have greater support 
from our home village! 
For further details, see our website, www.winkleighmorris.org.uk.  
We also intend to be at the Community event in Winkleigh on the morning of 
Saturday, 2nd September. 

Colin Andrews  

Letter to the Editor 

News from Winkleigh Morris 

http://www.winkleighmorris.org.uk/
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BEING PART OF WINKLEIGH – SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! 
Help us shape the future! Join us at Winkleigh Community Centre 

 on 2nd September 2023 10-12 pm 

 

Everyone is invited to join us to celebrate our lovely village and all that is on offer 
to our community. We welcome established and new parishioners to explore what 
is wanted for the future. We aim to make it a fun, informative and  active occasion. 
If you are curious and interested in what is available and want to learn more, come 
to meet and join clubs and groups in an open morning with a wide range of 
activities on offer including sport/social clubs, societies, businesses and other 
support organisations in our community. Come along and enjoy some free 
refreshments, entertainment, explore ideas, connections and activities on offer to 
local people. This is an opportunity for getting together and promoting and 
celebrating what is available. 
The village is growing, and we are very proud of all the many and varied activities, 
agencies, clubs, and support groups provided to serve our community. Our 
ambition is to explore how we can connect in even better and more effective ways 
and this needs collective ideas and suggestions from you all, please. 
We are holding it alongside the Saturday Market, beginning at 10 am in the 
Community Centre until noon. 
There will be tables with representatives from clubs and organisations: ranging 
from the biosphere and wildlife to sport, fitness, wellbeing, charities, cultural and 
societies, to name but a few, providing advice and information as well as some fun 
activities to take part in. 
Parish Councillors will be available to listen to people’s views, to answer questions 
and to consult in several ways, including a brief questionnaire to gather views and 
ideas. We would like to explain what we do and how it is possible to connect with 
us. Above all, we all have the same goal: to connect with each other and continue 
to develop this vibrant village. 
If you are interested and willing to also get involved as a provider of services to 
people in Winkleigh, please email to Clerk@winkleighpc.org.uk or call Angela 
Findlay on 07455 365144 or Pauline Odulinski on 07876 142998 for more 
information. 

mailto:Clerk@winkleighpc.org.uk
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We were pleased to receive a Devon Treescapes Award from Devon Wildlife Trust 
for our group's tree-related activities. This included the two Tree Giveaways, citizen 
science surveys for harvest mice and dormice at the Recreation Field and our regular 
tree-planting events. Our prize was a selection of Field Guides to help us with 
identifying wildlife. Some of us have been noting bat species around the Parish this 
summer, with the help of electronic equipment to pick up their calls. There will be 
an opportunity to find out more about our activities on Saturday 2nd September at 
the community fair in the Village Hall.  

Kim J Melhuish (wildspacestorridge@gmail.com) 

 
 

 

Winkleigh Biodiversity Group 

mailto:wildspacestorridge@gmail.com
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All Saints Church has been at the heart of our village 
since the early 14th century. It has been repaired, 
remodelled and restored several times over the 
centuries since then. It is a place which marks the 

events of human life as well as the corporate life of our village, and is a standing 
testament to generations of Christian worship and faith. It is a grade 1 listed building, 
noted for not only its surviving medieval and 17th century fabric but also the high-
quality restoration work carried out in the late 19th and early 20th century. This 
includes the unusual sgraffito on the walls, the highly decorated wooden ceiling and 
all our wonderful carved angels.  

As you will appreciate it takes a lot of time, energy, and money to keep such an 
ancient building open and to preserve it for future generations. Like all other listed 
buildings we receive no external funding or support for this purpose. We are 
extremely grateful for everyone within the church and community who volunteer 
their time or donate financially towards the upkeep of the building. 

Finding skilled crafts people to undertake some of the more specialised work takes 
time and there are often only one or two companies in the country who can 
undertake the work. Add in the paperwork and permissions required to undertake 
work on a listed building and you will see how much patience is required! 

News from Winkleigh Parish Church 
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The good news is that we have been overwhelmed by the generosity of people 
with donations towards the clock appeal, meaning that we have covered the cost 
of the repair. Once the new part has been specially made, the clock should be 
marking time for the village for another 40 years or more. The surplus funds from 
the appeal will be used towards the other repairs and maintenance needed to keep 
our building in good condition. These currently include work on the tower itself, the 
repair of the Webber monument in the Lady Chapel and work to keep the vestry 
watertight. Looking ahead to the future we have some work to do on the west door, 
some repointing and various bits of more specialised stonework. Ongoing donations 
towards the upkeep of the building are always welcome. Cheques should be made 
payable to ‘PCC Winkleigh’ or BACS payments via (Lloyds Bank, Okehampton: Sort 
Code: 30-96-23 Account: 00147482). 

It is of course not just the building that is so important to us but also the living and 
thriving Christian community within. So many people give of their time and talents 
to enhance our worship, make sure our services run smoothly and provide a warm 
welcome. We are saying goodbye and thank-you to Peter and Margery Howard for 
all they have contributed to All Saints over so many years. Also this means that we 
are without a regular Sunday organist, so if you have such a talent and would be 
willing to play once a month or more then please get in touch! 

Our doors are always open for prayer, reflection or just to enjoy the building. All are 
welcome to help us in our stewardship of such an ancient building in whatever way 
– let us know your hidden skill or talent! Together we can ensure it stands as a place 
of worship and faith at the heart of our community for centuries to come.  

Helen 
Revd Helen Blaine (01837 83710) revhelenblaine@outlook.com 

mailto:revhelenblaine@outlook.com
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Winkleigh Parish Council 
Notice of 

Vacancies for 3 Members of the Council 
 

Following the Election in May, there are three vacancies remaining for 
Members of the Parish Council. 

These may be filled by Co Option at the meeting to be held on 27th September 
2023 at 7.30pm in Winkleigh Community Centre. 

To be eligible for office you will be; aged 18 or over, an elector, landowner, 
resident or have worked in the Parish or, resident within 3 miles of the Parish 

boundary for a period of 12 months prior to your application. 
If you are interested in joining the Council and representing your community, 
please contact the Clerk to the Council in the first instance providing your full 
name, full postal address and CV and/or why you wish to apply to the Council 

by 
Tuesday 19th September 2023. 

Anna Clarke 
clerk@winkleighpc.org.uk 

Date of posting: 1st August 2023 
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In May eight councillors were elected unopposed by default as we needed eleven 
and only eight people put themselves forward. Three Councillors stood down: Simon 
Hodgeson, Alice Turner and Ian  Whitehead. Simon has served the village for many 
decades, Alice for some years and Ian for one term of office. May I thank them for 
their contributions over time and wish them well in the future. We welcomed two 
new councillors: Andrew Warner and Andy Keys, whom I am sure will make a great 
difference.  

All councillors are working hard on various projects to take the council forward for 
which I thank them and we are pleased that the Council was succesful in preventing 
the development at the Great Well Park site. My thanks to District Councillor Newton 
for calling this project in. Whilst the site has planning permission and is within the 
development Boundary, WPC successfully argued the case to reject Planning 
Permission for Great Well Park on grounds of poor design, density (71 planned when 
up to 55 were agreed) and failure to address aspirations in TDC Local Plan and WPC 
Neighbourhood Plan or to reflect identified, local, housing needs for example four-
bedroomed properties when smaller more affordable homes are needed. It was also 
noted that the affordable homes were not indistinguishable from market priced 
homes nor integrated into the estate but clustered in two areas. The fact that most 
people have to travel from Winkleigh to work, increasing traffic volume and carbon 
emissions was also noted. 

WPC Planning has worked long and hard to achieve this outcome. I would also like 
to thank Pauline Warner, Penny Griffiths, Adrian Mercer and all former and current 
members of WPC for their support, as well as those who wrote the Village Design 
Statement and created the Neighbourhood Plan, for all their help over many years. 

I have no doubt that the owner and the developer will return with another 
application; let us hope that any new development takes into consideration the 
actual housing needs of the area, the aspirations of the Neighbourhood Plan, 
proximity to an historic monument and is future-proofed for climate change, is 
environmentally friendly, and is not over-developed leading to a hot high-density 
estate. Let us also hope that any new developers contact the Parish Council and 
genuinely engage with our community. 

Sadly, our Locum Clerk, Lorraine, who stepped in when Benjamin Roth left to 
concentrate on his studies is also leaving as she lives too far away to drive late at 
night. May I thank her for her work and wish her well in the future; she has been a 
great help to us. In Lorraine’s place we have appointed Anna Clarke who is 
experienced and competent and lives locally. I am sure you will all make her very 
welcome. 

Angela Findlay 
Chair of Winkleigh Parish Council  

News from Winkleigh Parish Council 
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Sixteen years ago we moved to Winkleigh from Broadclyst buying a house in Exeter 
Road. Now we are leaving, to be nearer family, saying goodbye to Exeter Road which 
I have come to love. Exeter Road scarcely has two buildings which relate to one 
another. There is one attempt at Moorland Heights to introduce something like a 
terrace, but every other property is individual. When buildings are planned by 
outside authorities they always want to impose order, whether this is council houses, 
property developers, government agencies, or great landowners. They want to 
impose rational planning and design and can only do that by uniformity, of plan, of 
design, of colour. Here every property is individual. This is not ‘polite’ architecture 
but vernacular. I once lived in a Georgian terrace in Bath, the opposite end of the 
spectrum, built for show, not for me. Here some properties were not built as 
residential at all, such as at Forge End, or the former Methodist Chapel, the 
Watchmakers or the Smithy. Others, like our own, have been dropped into a spare 
space. The dates spread over at least five centuries.  

Adding to the 
flavour are Mid-
Devon Motors at 
one end, BT Autos 
in the middle, and 
to the west a 
former garage, 
lately a motor-
cycle repair shop 
and now a café 
and florist, as well 
as a Hairdressing 
salon presided 

over by a large Gulf petrol sign. This is all a triumph of the vernacular. Designers have 
had no hand in it, except perhaps for Moorland Heights which is clearly a designed 
artefact, intruding rationality into the jumble. It’s almost impossible even to find two 
house name plates in the same script! 

The public space, the road, itself is obviously unplanned, merely the space left over 
after building. No planner could possibly accept the blind corner at Lower Town. It is 
usually quite impossible to drive from end to end without stopping. There is no 
pedestrian way, or rather, not all the way, just a bit here and there. So car drivers 
have to accept that the pedestrian has at least as much right as they have to be in 
the middle of the road. Indeed, our late cat used to sit in the middle of the road and 
assume that traffic would treat him as a roundabout………….and it did. Needless to 
say you cannot see from end to end. I did once hear someone who had recently 

Farewell to Exeter Road - In praise of the vernacular 
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moved to the village (from a town) suggest that the ‘solution’ to Exeter Road (thus 
tacitly assumed to be a ‘problem’) was to restrict traffic to 20 mph and put yellow 
lines right along it. How bonkers! Random car parking throughout its length is very 
effective in slowing traffic (Admittedly you always get the loonies, but a 20 mph 
restriction will not cure them) and there is good research to demonstrate that yellow 
lines would increase the speed, as drivers will presume it to be a space allocated to 
them. Admittedly it is a good idea if a fire engine can get through, but I do often smile 
to see some articulated HGV desperately backing westwards having discovered that 
there is no chance of getting through.  

I once took a party of design students to the Isles of Scilly. On St Martins there were 
a dozen self-made direction notices in the hedge, some quite neat and printed, some 

scrawled, to ‘the pub’, ‘the shop’, ‘the café’. As young designers they were shocked 
and keen to impose order so I took them all across to Tresco, an island largely in 
single ownership so there was a neat information panel in yellow on green giving all 

the information…………and the students said ‘Oh, it’s a theme park’  
Thank goodness Exeter Road is in no danger of being part of a theme park. . Long live 
Exeter Road, with all its inconveniences and frustrations. Hurrah for the vernacular, 
made by people not designed by experts. We shall miss it. 

Peter Howard 
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As I write this at the beginning of August, we seem to have experienced the first 
month of Autumn….July!  

I am highlighting three areas this month: 

 The need for new hall committee members 

 The Autumn movie night programme 

 Christmas Market (I know, it’s only August!) 

By the time you read this, a number of hall committee members will have either 
stepped down or will shortly be doing so. This means that we will have only five 
members remaining. Ideally, we would like a total of nine or ten on the committee, 
but if we find another two then that would be wonderful. So if you think you can 
spare a few hours each month then please contact me. I will be delighted to talk to 
you. Equally, if you would like to become a helper, rather than a committee 
member, that is, someone we could call upon to help with specific events, then 
again, please contact me. 

The Autumn movie night programme commences on Friday 8th September when we 
will be showing the Elton John biopic, Rocketman. In October and November 
respectively, we will be screening A Knight’s Tale and Red Joan. Please see the 
posters in this report. It is important that you book your seats with me beforehand 
as places are limited to 35. Also, book early as the movie nights are proving to be 
extremely popular with regular full houses. 

“Christmas is just around the corner” is a well-worn cliché……….but having said 
that, at the time of writing, there are only 16 shopping Saturdays before the Village 
Hall Christmas Market on 2nd December. This is always well attended by both 
stallholders and customers alike. If you would like to book a stall then contact the 
Market Manager, Kay, sooner rather than later.  

In order to guarantee a place, our Autumn market dates are: 

 Saturday 2nd September 

 Saturday 7th October 

 Saturday 4th November 

If you are someone who has been thinking about starting, or restarting, a regular 
class of any sort, the hall currently has vacancies on Monday evenings, most Tuesday 
and Wednesday daytimes and Thursday evenings. Our costs are very competitive - 
£10 an hour for the main hall and £6 an hour for the meeting room. Both include full 
use of the kitchen. 

On Saturday 2nd September, to coincide with the monthly market, Winkleigh Parish 
Council is holding a “Being Part of Winkleigh” event in the Community Centre where 
organisations, including the Village Hall, will be showcasing what they have to offer 

Winkleigh Village Hall 
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residents and visitors. The Village Hall will be represented and will show what the 
hall can be used for, both existing classes and future potential. If you are visiting the 
market then cross the road and pop in.  

Tony Aston (Chair) 
Contact details: Committee, Helpers and Movie Nights – Tony – 07946 490967 

Market Manager – Kay – 01837 83248 

  

 

 

Winkleigh warm space will be on a different day this winter. Wednesday from 
12 till 1:30, still the same, but a good mid-week roast.  

Everything has gone up in price as you are all fully aware, so once again we 
ask you pay what you can and all profits will go back into the community. 
Either helping with fresh meat and food vouchers or helping with electricity.  

Anything left over will be used for Kids Fun Days and our fabulous seniors. 
We look forward to seeing you on October 4th. See you soon. 

 Aly & Margaret 
  

Winkleigh Warm Space 
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Pat was born on 17th February 1930 at St. Georges Hanover 
Square, London. Her surname was Wheaton and she had two 
sisters, Shirley who we got to know well when she came to 
live in North Tawton, and Brenda. 

Pat and Shirley were evacuated to Devon during the Blitz, but 
not treated nicely, so their father collected them and they 
were sent north, but not without seeing the effects of the 
raids in London which affected Pat; she made a quilt in her 
last years of the sights she saw, also recounting and 

answering questions for the Scouts about her experiences some years ago. 

She met and married Peter Norman Mincher (a policeman born 1926) on the 25th 
December 1948 in Battersea London, and they went to Birmingham (Peter's home) 
to live. Here Pat worked for a time in the Birmingham Dental Hospital. They had three 
children, Lynda, Valerie and Peter, and Peter (Snr) became a police superintendent. 

On retirement in the early 1980's Peter and Pat moved to Winkleigh in Barnstaple St. 
and involved themselves in activities and groups around the village including the 
church, Peter was a secretary for the Parochial Church Council, and both enjoyed 
outdoor Bowls. Pat joined the Over 60's (now the Friendship Club), Girl Guides, 
Women's Institute and Church Wives. Peter died in 2003. 

Pat was still organizing the Xmas raffle hampers in November in the Village Hall, for 
the Church Wives up until 2019, just before the pandemic. She also ran the Taw Valley 
Quilters for many years, and was an original member of the group. She made a quilt 
for every grandchild when they were married, and had many great-grandchildren, 
making them cot quilts. Many will also remember her for the Cancer Research Coffee 
mornings which ran for over 30 years and which again she managed for a long time. 

Unfortunately Pat suffered a broken hip during the pandemic and with her hearing 
difficulties became withdrawn so did not join in any of her activities and we saw less 
of her. She then had another fall and broke her pelvis earlier this year and died in 
hospital in June. We send our sympathies to her large family. 

Margaret Ferguson  

Pat (Delia Patricia) Mincher RIP 

[Editor’s Note: Recently Cancer Research UK mandated that their volunteers 
should undertake compliance training, which none of us wanted to do, and also 
noted that too large a proportion of the money raised was going on weekly 
running costs. Consequently we agreed to close the group along with its local 
bank account. To ensure that the Coffee Mornings continue as a sociable fund-
raising endeavour, the group is now known as Winkleigh Community Coffee 
Mornings with a new bank account and it will raise money for local charities.]  
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The choir are taking a well-earned rest after their enthusiastic 
performance of Purcell’s opera “Dido and Aeneas”. This 
collaboration with the wonderful South West Baroque Players 
was well-received by the sell-out, packed to the rafters, (oops- 
nobody call Health and Safety, oh go on then -bung in a few 
more chairs) by the audience who definitely received their full 
money’s worth, plus several hundred kilos of lemon drizzle cake 
and a caramel square if they so desired. 

Flushed by this success TWS will be raring to go once more come autumn, when they 
are looking to swell their number. To this end they are holding a free workshop on 
11th September exploring the madrigals written in honour of Queen Elizabeth I - “The 
Triumphs of Oriana”. There is no audition for the choir, but potential members are 
welcome to do a free three week trial to find out if they are right for the choir (and, 
of course, if the choir are right for them). This workshop would count towards the 
trial period- so do come along if you want to unleash your inner choral beast, though 
that said your beast will need to be able to read music. Pre-booking is required for 
the workshop using the form at https://www.winkleighsingers.org.uk/workshops-
and-open-rehearsals/ 

See our website www.winkleighsingers.org.uk for more information about joining 
the choir. 

As winter arrives we will be working on our Christmas music for the Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols to be held at St Michael and All Angels Church, Great Torrington 
on Sunday 17th December at 6.30 pm. This a free event being a church service with 
a retiring collection. 

Next year in 2024 we celebrate our fortieth anniversary and so have some even more 
splendid concerts planned to mark such an impressive milestone. Whether as the 
audience or the choir we would love you to join us. 

Roland Smith  

Winkleigh Singers News 

https://www.winkleighsingers.org.uk/workshops-and-open-rehearsals/
https://www.winkleighsingers.org.uk/workshops-and-open-rehearsals/
http://www.winkleighsingers.org.uk/
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Winkleigh Volunteer Service is a small band of willing people who ae able to take 
others to medical and other essential appointments. Whilst the demand for the 
service is growing week by week, sadly the number of volunteers has not increased. 
We need more volunteers, if we are to keep this essential service going. If you are 
interested in helping the service please ring me on 01837 682616 or 07455365144f7. 

If you need help please ring and we will do our best to support you. Please give as 
much notice as you can and alert your driver to any mobility or other issues, which 
will help the volunteers give you best support they can. Our volunteers give their 
time freely but we do charge 50p per mile for fuel and ware and tear on the owners’ 
cars. 

Thanks to the generosity of people in the village I now have a selection of various 
sizes incontinance pads which can be bought singly or in small quantities at cost. This 
is to save people having to pay a volunteer mileage all the way to Okehampton or 
Crediton in an emergency, if your usual ones don’t arrive in a timely fashion, as has 
happened in the past. Just ring 01837 682616. 

May I also take this opportunity to thank all my volunteers for the good work they 
do. 

Angela Findlay  
  

Winkleigh Volunteer Service 
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At long last we had a very informal meeting in church to discuss future plans. We 
decided to invite any member of the community to help us fill the church with 
flowers for Harvest Festival. The arrangements may be displayed in any type of 
container large or small in autumn colours. Someone will be in church between 11.00 
and 12 noon on Friday 22nd September to assist with the contributions. Tea & Coffee 
with light refreshments will be available.  

We are also having a coffee morning on Tuesday 26th September from 10.30 – 12.30 
as a fund-raiser when all floral displays will be on view.  

Should you need any assistance to complete an arrangement please contact Marcia 
on 01837 83734, or Linda on 01837 680040.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Winkleigh Church Flower Ladies  
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Wow what a day! Although we got off 
to a damp start it certainly didn't 
dampen any spirits. We had a turnout 
of over 200 vehicles:  a great variety of 
cars, tractors, buses and even cider 
lorries!!! This is the second time Airfield 
Garage has run this show and it has 
really taken off. Everyone was saying 
they can't wait for next year so it looks 
like it has become an annual event. 
The car show was set up to raise funds 
for our local community and charities. 
Last year we raised £500 to give away, 
this year it was a whopping £1500. We 
split this amount with £500 to 
Winkleigh Fair and £1000 to the Guide 
Dogs, Okehampton branch. 
THANK YOU! To everyone who came on 
the day, supported us and made the 
event what it was, a huge thank you to 
Western Event Hire, LHSP Audio Visual, 
our class sponsors, Sam's Cider, Devon 
Plant Hire and Seven Stars Pub, our 
fantastic volunteers especially Dan who 
drove the open top bus around the 
village every half an hour and to the 
park and ride!!! See you next year: 
Saturday 8th June 2024. For enquiries 

or more information please email nicky@airfieldgarage.com 
Nicky Brewer 

  

Airfield Garage Car Show - 2023 

mailto:nicky@airfieldgarage.com
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The Winkleigh Growers are a friendly group of 
committed gardeners who cultivate plots on a 
fenced site next to Winkleigh Sports Centre. There 
are several whole and half plots available at the 
moment at a cost of £60/ £30 per year. We have 
water and wheelbarrows on site and vehicle access 
for most of the year. If you are interested in joining 

us and have the time and the energy to keep a tidy and productive plot, please 
contact Catherine Knight on 07816 608819 for a chat and a site visit. 

Readers of Distinctly Winkleigh will be pleased to know that a new member has 
joined Winkleigh’s team of first responders. Having completed her training, a local 
lady will now be available to help provide Emergency Support in the local area. 
These wonderful volunteers not only give emergency life support during cardiac 
arrest but are often sent by South West Ambulance Service dispatchers to help in 
various medical situations. Their fast response means those who need it can receive 
support and reassurance until an Ambulance Crew arrives. This assistance is vital in 
rural areas where Ambulance Crews can be hard pressed to meet response times.  

Name withheld by request 

Winkleigh Allotments – Why not grow your own? 

Community First Responders 
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In the middle of January, I was approached by Cllrs Odulinski and Findlay to assist 
the Council as Locum Clerk, due to Benjamin Roth (who had been in post a just over 
a year) leaving to concentrate on his studies. I subsequently took over the post on 
31st January. I had relocated to Launceston last July leaving my friendly, organised, 
little Hampshire Council behind, and had taken six months off from Council work to 
settle into West Country life with my husband.  

As is always the case with Locum work, you take over at the busiest time, with the 
end of the financial year looming, followed by the dreaded Internal and External 
Audit, the Annual Meeting of the Council and this year, local elections to boot, 
however I love a challenge…..!  

The Elections have brought to the Council, some brave, energetic and enthusiastic 
new Councillors and sadly said goodbye to some longstanding, very productive 
Members with a wealth of knowledge and history of the Village – who are all very 
much appreciated by Clerks, new to the area with little or no local knowledge.  

The Council has now resurrected its working groups and representatives to outside 
bodies, all of whom are working hard to restore faith in the Council and promote the 
good work it is doing and has historically achieved, the Neighbourhood Plan being 
an excellent example.  

The Life of a Locum Clerk & Goodbye from Lorraine Wheeler 
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There are three vacancies for Councillors currently being advertised and I would 
encourage you to consider getting involved and helping to make a difference to your 
village community and assisting the Council to move forward with its many and 
varied projects in the pipeline and to bring your own ideas to the table too, of course! 
I have found the Councillors to be a very open, friendly, helpful and inclusive bunch, 
who are extremely keen to move the Council onwards and upwards; however, more 
hands are always needed.  

The life of a Locum Clerk is a challenging one, working with and advising a group of 
new Members (to you and to the Council), in a new area and in my case a new and 
unfamiliar County. It is similar to starting a new job each and every time! However, 
Local Council Legislation remains the same countrywide (with the exception of 
Wales) and all of the Councils I have worked with face the same issues and problems, 
there isn’t much I haven’t seen although, there is always something new to learn 
from every placement, which is what makes the sector so interesting.  

I have very much enjoyed my time with Winkleigh Parish Council and would like to 
thank all those Members of the Council and Members of the Public I have come into 
contact with during the course of the last six months. Winkleigh is a lovely little 
village and community to be cherished and nurtured. It has been my privilege to 
serve you all.  

By the time you read this article, your new Clerk will be in post and I will have moved 
on to a much needed holiday and a new Locum post in the autumn with any luck. 
Please welcome your new Clerk, Anna Clarke and I wish her luck in her new role. 

 Lorraine Wheeler 
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Well what a turn out we had for the Kids Fun afternoon on the Thursday of half- term 
at the Winkleigh recreation/sports centre!! Well over 100 people turned out. We 
again provided free food for the little ones and an affordable meal for adults!! This 
was possible because of the donations from the Coronation three- course meal. So 
not only did we support the North Devon Hospice we gave back to our community. 

The grass out back was well used by all who came. The bouncy castle supplied by 
Bounce & Beyond and the scooters from Winkleigh Fair were never empty.  

My crew, Kath, Annie, Sophie and an injured Margaret worked their socks off in the 
kitchen! The wonderful Deanne who came for a cuppa was off to the shop for frozen 
chips not once but twice. The Mad Butcher came up trumps when I did my Gordon 
Ramsay impression down the phone for more chicken, they also made me jumbo 
sausages special for the kids. Kings Arms ordered my burger buns for me, I purchased 
the little gifts from the Post Office, so you see Winkleigh Warm Space is true to its 
word: we support our community in everything we do where ever we can. 

There will be an afternoon tea for the seniors of the village in August, which will be 
free, due to the sale of adult meals at this event and kind donations. So it will not be 
long till we see you again, for now Love Winkleigh. 

Alison Leah  

Kid’s Fun Afternoon 
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FORTHCOMING ATTRACTION 

Okehampton Choral Society together with Bondleigh Barn Band (with 

40 instrumentalists -more like an orchestra) will be presenting a 

fun “SINGALONG” at 3 pm on Saturday 14th October, in Fairplace 

Church, Okehampton. 

Admission will be FREE – with a retiring collection to be divided equally 

between the fund to keep the Christmas Lights on in Okehampton and 

the Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal. 

Songs from the old Music Hall, from the theatre, from the sea and 

from around the world will be suitable for families and folk of all ages. 

We hope you will join us in a relaxed and cheerful frame of mind, ready 

to enjoy yourself, laugh and join in the fun. Make a note in your diary 

now and come along bringing your friends. 
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50 years of The South West Coast Path. The South West Coast Path was celebrated by 
relays of walkers starting from Minehead on 12 May and finishing at Royal William Yard 
in Plymouth on June 15. Hundreds of volunteers took part in celebration of the longest 
and most popular walk in this country and one of the World’s greatest hikes. The 
Moorlander July 21. 

Protest At Mobile Library Cuts. Torridge District Council has voted unanimously to 
question Devon County Council’s decision to axe the mobile library service. Councillor 
Cheryl Cottle-Hunkin is championing the protest highlighting its need for the elderly 
and disabled and non- motorists in a rural area poorly served by public transport: A 
petition has been set up to save what is a ‘lifeline’ for many. N.D. Journal July 13. 

Heritage Watch. Is a scheme to raise awareness and prevent crime or damage to the 
thousands of historic sites across Devon and Cornwall. PC Julian Fry Rural Affairs Officer 
urges people to get involved and act as eyes and ears in the community to protect our 
historic environment. The photo of a vandalised air control tower is used as an example 
of the problem. Western Morning News July 8 

Active Travel Project. West Devon Borough Council, has received £200,000 to fund a 
project on Active Travel, which will be targeted on improving cycling and walking 
throughout West Devon encouraging residents to make greener travel choices. An urban 
design specialist has been commissioned to consult and draw up designs. Okehampton 
Times July 13. 

The Great Fire Of Crediton 1743. Crediton museum is hosting a grand display and walk 
around experience of the enormous fire that engulfed and destroyed so much of the 
town. Central to this ambitious project is the eighteenth century map of Crediton 
completed just before the fire so it is an extraordinary time capsule. Haywards Primary 
School and Queen Elizabeth School have contributed to this ambitious community 
project. This display continues at Crediton Museum until October 31. Crediton Courier 
July 6. 

Penny Griffiths  

Local Press Snippets  
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Our last article started with a note about the days getting longer, now they are 
getting shorter and with the weather being rather mixed, there is a definite feel of 
autumn in the air! 

The last week of July and the first week of 
August saw us digging at Moistown again. 
We have had some new diggers joining us 
this year which has been a treat. We also 
had younger people, which is really good, 
both for us and also for the long term 
future of archaeology and the history of 
our area. We do have to have any under 
16s accompanied by their responsible 
adult though. Our insurance won’t let us 
do otherwise. 

We pulled out all the stops, well, several of them, to advertise our Open Day and it 
paid off. We have never had so many visitors just coming to look at what we were 
doing. It was great to see everyone. 

The usual view of diggers! 
Uncovering the wall that 
shouldn’t be quite there. 
And the wall not quite 
where we expected it. 
A couple of this years finds.  
A little worked flint blade 
and a jug handle still in the 
trench. Both undated as 
yet. 

 
In September, this year, we hope to be able to do 
a little dig at Coldridge Church. If you have never 
visited the church it is well worth a visit. A lovely 
interesting church in a spectacular positon. We 
visited as a group earlier this year and can’t wait 
to get back. Lovely screen and an interesting story 

linked to Richard the Third and the Princes in the Tower. 
Our year has also seen us on Dartmoor, again and at North Tawton looking for the 
Romans. For more information take a look at our website: 
https:///acearchaeologyclub.wordpress.com or on our Facebook page. 

Erica Williamson  

ACE Archaeology Club News 

https://acearchaeologyclub.wordpress.com
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All dates & details are believed to be correct at the time of going to press. 
Please send details of your events to articles@distinctlywinkleigh.co.uk. 
For up to date information (if DW has been notified of any changes) see the online 
diary at www.winkleighonline.com. 

September  

2nd from 10 am to  noon Village Hall Monthly Market 

2nd from 10 am to noon Winkleigh Community Centre – Being part of 
Winkleigh 

2nd  Family Festival, Recreation / |Sports Centre 

6th & 20th - 2 – 4 pm Memory Café – Community Centre 

11th  The Winkleigh Singers - Workshop 

8th & 22nd at 7.30 pm Four Seasons Bingo 

19th  Britannia leaves Winkleigh on route to Exeter Basin 

19th 2 – 4  North Devon Heritage Centre Visit, Barnstaple 

24th 4.00 pm Harvest Festival –Parish Church (followed by tea) 

24th  Britannia arrival ceremony at Exeter Quay 

26th from 10.30 – 12.30 Coffee Morning – Parish Church – Fund-raiser 

October 

1st & 8th at 7.30 pm Winkleigh Morris – Community Centre 

4th noon till 1:30 pm Winkleigh Warm Space and roast – Village Hall  
7th from 10 am to  noon Village Hall Monthly Market  

7th afternoon DW Posties Thank you Tea at Fiona’s Kitchen 

4th & 18th - 2 – 4 pm Memory Café – Community Centre 

8th  Equestrian & Tool Sale, Recreation / |Sports Centre 

13th & 27th - 7.30 pm Four Seasons Bingo 

14th  at 3 pm Okehampton Choral Society & Bondleigh Barn Band – 
Singalong – in Fairplace Church, Okehampton 

November 

4th from 10 am to  noon Village Hall Monthly Market 

10th & 24th at 7.30 pm Four Seasons Bingo 

  

12th  Antiques Fair, Recreation / |Sports Centre 

25th  Christmas Market, Recreation / |Sports Centre 

 What’s On Diary – September – November 2023 

mailto:articles@distinctlywinkleigh.co.uk
http://www.winkleighonline.com/
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Disclaimer: The author is an active, 
regulated Director and the founder of 
Moor Independent Financial Advisers 
Ltd, a local, independent financial 
planning and investment 
management firm serving private 
clients and trustees. This guide is for 
information purposes and does not 
constitute financial advice, which 

should be based on your individual circumstances. 

The value of investments may go down as well as up and you may get back less 
than you invest. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance.  

The global economic growth story has continued to fragment over the past quarter, 
with countries and regions faring quite differently over the course of the year to 
date. For example, China has been disappointing so far this year and some 
economists consider it will miss its self-imposed growth target of 5% by year end, 
which would be the second consecutive year the growth target has not been 
achieved, whilst in India growth remains buoyant with a full-year growth estimate 
revised upwards to 7.2% in a recent Reuters poll. 

Financial Focus – Fractured Markets 

https://www.reuters.com/world/china/chinas-q2-gdp-growth-slows-08-qq-just-above-expectations-2023-07-17/
https://www.reuters.com/world/india/indias-jan-march-quarter-gdp-growth-61-yy-government-2023-05-31/
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One big story of the quarter in the stock markets has been Artificial Intelligence (AI). 
AI technology uses computer algorithms and the software programs aim to mimic 
the human ability to learn, interpret patterns and make predictions. The newest 
forms of AI can also generate content. One example of this technology, ChatGPT, 
uses AI to produce humanlike responses to search queries, based on data it has 
collated from the internet. Ask it to solve a complicated mathematical question and 
it may complete it in seconds. It can instantly translate a foreign language text into 
English. You can give it an inventory of what is in your refrigerator and it can produce 
more than a dozen recipes from those contents. The possibilities are almost endless; 
however, although sophisticated AI systems, such as ChatGPT, were released some 
months ago, it appears that the potential impact these systems could have across 
multiple sectors is only beginning to become fully understood and, more 
importantly, priced in, by the marketplace. For example, drug companies are now 
using generative AI to design properties or functions of protein models that target 
diseases. Many technology experts also predict huge changes to the way internet 
search engines will operate in the future, meaning that AI offers a potential for 
serious disruption to the big players, such as Alphabet (Google). The explosion of 
interest in the technology has recently driven huge gains within the S&P 500. 

Closer to home, the UK is starting to feel the effects of consecutive interest rate rises, 
with house prices tumbling 3.8% in July, the biggest fall since July 2009, whilst UK 
factory output is also down sharply, as reported on August 1, 2023. Mortgage rates 
have eased from their peaks this year however, with a two-year now 6.81% and a 
five-year averaging 6.34%. Some are reading this as a sign that we have reached a 
pivot point, or the peak of the rate rising cycle, with the forthcoming BoE rate 
decisions expected to be either no change, or a revision downwards. Inflation also 
dropped to 7.9% in June which surprised many economists anticipating a reading of 
8.2%, according to Reuters. Whilst the BoE may pause or reverse its interest rate 
increases moving forward, others believe it is not yet finished raising interest rates. 

In the United States, which continues to defy the recession predictions echoing from 
earlier in the year and continuing to this day in many quarters, an announcement 
was made on 10th July by Michael Barr, the Federal Reserve’s vice-chair for 

https://www.investors.com/news/technology/chatgpt-is-just-the-tip-of-the-iceberg-in-content-creating-artificial-intelligence-get-ready-for-a-lot-of-disruption/
https://moneyweek.com/investments/house-prices/nationwide-house-prices-fall-at-fastest-rate-since-july-2009
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/uk-factory-output-falls-fastest-pace-seven-months-cost-pressures-ease-pmi-2023-08-01/
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/uk-factory-output-falls-fastest-pace-seven-months-cost-pressures-ease-pmi-2023-08-01/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/economic-update-inflation-continues-to-fall-as-earnings-growth-rises/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/economic-update-inflation-continues-to-fall-as-earnings-growth-rises/
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supervision. He declared that the USA’s largest banks would have to increase capital 
by “two percentage points”, which we understand to mean that their capital-to-risk-
assets ratios will have to rise by 2%. Whilst the aim is to strengthen the big banks 
prior to the losses they may incur in a forthcoming recession, unfortunately this 
potential benefit is bought at the certain cost of causing banks to restrict risk assets 
in the short term; this may be interpreted to mean further restricting of lending to 
companies and people and reducing the availability of credit. The unintended effect 
of this statement may therefore be to increase the risk of a recession in the first 
instance and potentially compound the effects of any recession that may yet occur. 

Overall, the global financial picture is becoming increasingly complicated as different 
countries slow down whilst others continue to grow. As China falters, Malaysia, 
Vietnam and other ‘frontier’ economies continue their own growth stories. The US 
also defies recession, as does the UK, whilst the Eurozone is already in recession. The 
macro picture is the global economy is anticipated to grow by 2.5% - 3.0% this year. 
However, for amateur and professional investors alike, it remains an exceptionally 
difficult investment environment to navigate as beneath the macro picture, the 
complications persist.  

As an example, at a glance the S&P 500 grew well in the first half of the year, up 
16.9% - but 73% of that growth was driven by just seven companies. These seven 
firms gained $4tn+ between them in the first half of 2023, more than the GDP growth 
of Japan (third largest economy). Apple’s market capitalisation alone now exceeds 
that of the entire Russell 2000 index. In short, if you were not invested in technology 
to some degree, the S&P 500 rally of 2023 may have more or less completely passed 
you by.  

A reactionary, fractured and uncertain global marketplace almost certainly offers 
scope for opportunity, but should be approached with caution. A long-term 
approach to investing at these junctures may pay dividends. Independent, 
professional financial and investment advice which offers the freedom to diversify 
selectively across the marketplace without bias is widely considered invaluable in 
this type of environment, to ensure you may potentially capitalise on opportunities 
as they arise. 

Jonathan Cotty, Chartered FCSI, Director of Moor Independent Financial Advisers  

https://www.nasdaq.com/articles/june-mid-year-2023-review-and-outlook
https://www.nasdaq.com/articles/june-mid-year-2023-review-and-outlook
https://www.siasat.com/magnificent-7-stocks-account-for-half-of-us-gdp-2642494/
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July 24th. 2023 was a special date for me I was 
80. But it’s only a number! On the Saturday 
before with a lot of hard work cooking and 
organising by our daughter Sarah, I had an At 
Home from 11 am until the last one went! It 
was a wonderful day with between eighty and 
ninety people going through the house. 

The wine flowed and the table stayed laden 
with food all day. The house smelled like a 
florist with so many flowers people kindly 
brought. Thank you. 

My proudest achievement of the day though 
was the £625 raised for SCaRF Skin Cancer 
Research Fund. Thank you so much to 
everyone who donated. It is a small charity 
with its headquarters at Southmead Hospital, 
Bristol. It is special to us as Derek has just had 

to have another operation for Skin Cancer. 

Thank you again to everyone who made it such a special day for me and all my family. 

Margaret Miller 

Margaret’s 80th Birthday Bash 
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Allison Homes South West - Sponsored Advertorial 
Last year, local housebuilder Allison Homes South West successfully transported 
and replanted a variety of small trees from its Foxglove View development in 
Buckland Brewer to High Moor View in Winkleigh.  

The project was a massive undertaking by the developer, trees were selected 
based on size, species, and viability of replanting. 

When moving day finally arrived, the trees were carefully lifted out of the ground 
to preserve the delicate root structures and existing soil. The roots were wrapped 
with hessian fabric before being transported along 18 miles of winding country 
roads to Winkleigh.   

To give the trees the best possible chance to thrive, it was essential they were 
transported during the winter months in their dormant period. Almost 10 months 
on since the replanting took place, summer is in full swing, and the green foliage 
of the trees is evidence of the success of this project, giving the community 
something to enjoy for years to come. 

Native woods and trees are one of the best ways to help preserve the UK’s 
habitats and tackle climate change. Trees provide many benefits to the 
environment, absorbing carbon from the air, creating a sustainable habitat for 
wildlife and insects and improving soil quality.   

Michele Jones, Head of Sales at Allison Homes South West said: “We are thrilled 
that the replanting project has been such a success. 

“We decided to relocate the trees from Foxglove View as we felt it was important 
to preserve and appreciate what we already have. All the trees selected are 
healthy and have many years of growth left in them. While the project was a 
significant investment, the environmental consideration was far more important. 

“At Allison Homes, we are all about doing things the right way and are proud that 
the people of Winkleigh are now able to appreciate these lovely trees.”  

Allison Homes South West is committed to creating thriving communities by 
supporting local charities, schools and organisations close to their developments.  

High Moor View is nestled on the edge of the charming village of Winkleigh and 
benefits from the stunning views of the Devonshire countryside. The 
development offers an exclusive range of two and three-bedroom bungalows 
and two-, three- and four-bedroom homes.  

If you are looking to move to High Moor View, pop along to the show home and 
have a chat with the friendly Allison Homes team. Open for viewings Thursday to 
Monday 10 am to 5 pm, you can book an appointment by calling 07485 910988 
or by emailing highmoorview@allison-homes.com 

https://allison-homes.co.uk/development/high-moor-view/moor-view/ 

mailto:highmoorview@allison-homes.com
https://allison-homes.co.uk/development/high-moor-view/
https://allison-homes.co.uk/development/high-moor-view/


43 
 

All the local papers and Devon Live have enthusiastically covered the story of the 
summer ball for our 16 year olds leaving school (after the rigours of their GCSEs) and 
Distinctly Winkleigh is no different. 

Our youngsters have endured a lot with Covid interrupting their education and 
curtailing social contact. They are due a treat, with the spotlight on them, as they 
celebrate this significant rite-of-passage after the rigours of their exam marathon.  

Chulmleigh School held their Prom at Castle Hill Filleigh: providing a fine backdrop 
and sense of occasion for them. Resplendent in fine gowns and suited and booted 
the graduating Chulmleigh pupils staged their arrivals in a varied array and range of 
carriages from top-of-the-range tractors, vintage motors to soft-top sports cars. By 
all accounts a great time was had by one and all. 
 Penny Griffiths 

   
Chelsea Rooke & Rosie Bolt Izzy & Pippy Gale Chelsea Rooke & Freya Kenny 

 
Cameron Dart 

 

They Did Go To The Ball! 
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MED THEATRE from Moretonhampsted regaled a Winkleigh audience on the old 
bowling green with tales and adventures of land girls in Devon during World War 2. 

Hats, umbrellas and fruit punch were required under the baking June sun as the 
audience gathered on rugs and picnic chairs to enter into the experiences of young 
women transported from a city to an alien rural setting. 

Abby Stobart and Suvi Revell by lightening costume changes, comic use of props and 
versatile dramatic skills acted out scenarios of the life shocks and transformations 

that hard and unfamiliar labour on a 
mixed Devon farm came the way of the 
rookie land girls.  

But with hard graft came the 
exhilaration and independence of being 
away from home, the camaraderie 
among the Womens Land Army and the 
joy of dancing with locals and especially 
with the American G.I.s. 

It was lovely to see John Short and 
Margaret Bridgman in the audience as 
their mother Marian Short was a land 
girl who came from Yorkshire to 

Winkleigh to be a rat catcher. The experience of land girls was truly transformative 
for them and the rural communities they joined. 

MED THEATRE have been making theatre for over 30 years. Based in 
Moretonhampsted, they work across the rural moorlands and its catchment area 
which includes Winkleigh. They perform original work, taking inspiration from local 
history and stories, which they workshop collaboratively. 

Penny Griffiths 
  

Devon War Girls 
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We have packed so much into the summer term at the School, from the engaging 
learning we do every day, to the wide range of enriching activities on offer. 

It was an energising start to the summer term with our Year 5s going on a three day 
residential at Skern Lodge in Appledore. The children enjoyed the high ropes, 
tunnels, assault course, rafting and kayaking. They showed real resilience, 
determination and independence throughout their time there. It was fantastic to see 
them throw themselves into new challenges and overcome fears. 

We celebrated the Kings Coronation, wearing red, white and blue, and enjoying a 
school meal special, all together in the school hall. 

We’ve hosted and attended various sporting fixtures against local schools, we’ve 
played netball, football, cricket, tag rugby and rounders matches. 

We were lucky to have a visit from England Footballer Bex Rayner who demonstrated 
her skills, showing the children football drills and circuits and teaching them about 
the importance of nutrition and the positive impact school PE has on children’s 
overall wellbeing. 

Arts & Culture Week in May: Each class was given a country to focus their learning 
on for the week, immersing themselves in the culture of their given countries, 
cooking and being creative with art projects and PE.  

Our youngest children in Nursery focussed on Japan, learning about Mount Fuji, 
printing cherry blossom, writing numbers in Japanese and making sushi! Our 
Reception children looked at Spain learning flamenco dances and counting in 
Spanish. Year 1 made Greek temples from art straws and enjoyed making and tasting 
Baklava. Year 2 learned about Australia’s culture and geography, and they made fairy 
bread and Anzac biscuits. Year 3 dedicated their learning to Mexico, making flags and 
portraits in the style of Frida Kahlo. Year 4 looked to Italy for inspiration to recreate 
their versions of the Mona Lisa, and Venetian style masks. Year 5 explored Brazil, 
learning key facts to create information sheets and rain sticks plus some tasty 
Brazilian food. Finally, Year 6 learned about India, cooking various curries and 
creating Rangoli (Paisley) patterns. 

During Arts & Culture week, we also accompanied our peers from Kings Nympton 
Primary School on a whole federation visit to see Demon Dentist at the Exeter 
Northcott theatre – it was wonderful to experience live theatre and see our friends 
from Kings Nympton. 

It really was a worldwide whirlwind of inspiration and enrichment! 

Trips: Nursery children visited Quince Honey Farm in South Molton. They enjoyed 
observing and learning about bees, making candles and tasting different varieties of 
delicious honey and were able to bring some back with them so others could taste it 
too. 

Summer Term 2023 at Winkleigh Primary School 
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Our Reception class; Owls, took a trip to Bickleigh Railway Centre to enhance our 
learning about old and new transport – they loved the different train rides around 
the magic woods and exploring the miniature railway and play areas. 

Year 1 had a great time on their trip to the beach. They had a fantastic day rock-
pooling, building sandcastles and just having fun together. The weather was not 
quite as hot as last year but this did not stop the fun.  

Year 2 enjoyed a fantastic trip to West Town Farm where they took part in a variety 
of activities including foraging for wild garlic and making garlic bread around an open 
fire! 

Year 3 went on an overnight camping trip and took part in lots of forest school 
activities, they also visited Clip & Climb in Exeter and conquered lots of fears. The 
Year 3s also visited RHS Rosemoor to take part in an interactive workshop about 
plants and they brought back beans to plant in the school garden. Rosemoor is a 
valuable educational resource in the local area that we are lucky to utilise.  

Year 4 had a fantastic time on their residential to Escot this term. After arriving and 
settling into the yurts, the first task was to make it through the maze. With some 
guidance from the Escot staff, we all made it to the middle without losing anyone! 
The children then took part in some living history activities where they became 
Anglo-Saxons for the afternoon. This included dressing up, making bread, carving 
runes into wood and even having a go at becoming a blacksmith. The children all 
worked together to make a mallet, bread rolls and an Anglo-Saxon penannular 
brooch which we brought back to school with us. In the evening, the children 
gathered around the campfire to roast marshmallows before playing some campfire 
games. 

The children also went on an animal walk around the park and had an opportunity 
to see many of the parks animals including Arctic foxes, European brown bears and 
wolves. While in the park, some children took the opportunity to go down the drop 
slide which many have said was their favourite part of the trip! 

Year 5 travelled by train to visit the Exeter Synagogue to widen their knowledge on 
the beliefs and traditions people follow in regards to Judaism. 

Year 6 went on an epic adventure to London in June. We packed so much in; London 
Eye, Thames river cruise, Lion King, House of Parliament, Harry Potter Studio Tour, 
sightseeing and Pizza Express. Plus, learning to navigate on the London 
Underground!  

Then our year 6s took part in their final two trips of the year in July to mark the end 
of their time at Winkleigh Primary School. We headed to Widemouth for a surfing 
residential. Upon arrival, and after setting ourselves up in our lovely rooms, we made 
our way along the coast path to Widemouth Bay for the surfing lesson. The weather 
was perfect and the waves were strong! We then walked back to the hostel for 
dinner, a football tournament and a campfire on the beach. The weather held and 
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the children made their way back to their rooms for a good and long night's sleep. 

When we awoke the next morning, the weather had changed somewhat. We ate a 
delicious breakfast and packed our belongings before making our way back along the 
coast path, in the wind and rain. Due to the conditions, we had the entire beach to 
ourselves! Wetsuits and body boards on, we entered the water in 40 mph winds. The 
waves were perfect and it was warmer in the sea than on the beach! The staff at OA 
Surf Club commented on how well the children behaved and how polite they were 
when talking to their staff. A lovely thing to hear on their last trip. 

Then in the final week of term, we headed to the North Devon Wake Park in Bideford 
with the Year 6s. It was such a lot of fun. The water was very cold - but that didn’t 
stop us all enjoying a fantastic if exhausting adventure. There were many ambushes 
by children against their caring and patient teachers.  

We had a visit from the Dog's Trust. There was a whole school assembly where we 
were introduced to the charity and learned about how and why dogs are re-homed. 
There were then in-class workshops which helped us to learn what the 5 happy dog 
rules are. We learned that it is important to respect dogs when they are eating, 
sleeping and playing. We also learned what to do if we meet a dog and how we 
should always ask before stroking a dog. For those who were nervous around dogs, 
we discussed what to do if a dog approached us and we didn't want to stroke it. The 
children took away valuable advice of how to behave around and treat dogs, whether 
it is our own pets or someone else's. 

Wraparound Care: The Wraparound Care provision that we launched in January is 
going from strength to strength with numbers attending increasing week on week. 
This is proving to be a valuable childcare solution for working parents, but also a 
number of children attend because they love the activities on offer! 

We run Early Birds Breakfast Club every weekday in term time from 7.45 to 9 am. 
Children are provided with breakfast and fun activities to kick-start the day. 

All Sorts of After School Clubs run every weekday in term time with flexible sessions 
available between 3.30 pm-5.30 pm. Sessions can be booked ad-hoc as needed and 
can be booked around the enrichment clubs we also offer. 

Support: We would like to thank Friends of Winkleigh School committee for all their 
fantastic fundraising. Through their generous donations, we have been able to 
subsidise the residentials and trips to make them even more affordable.  

Thanks also to parents and the local community for supporting the Friends’ events. 
Without this support raising valuable funds, we wouldn’t be able to provide the 
enriching opportunities that benefit all our children. 

We are already looking forwards to next year and planning has begun on the 2024 
trip to Skern Lodge plus an amazing three-day residential in London. 

Find out more about us on the school website where you can find newsletters and 
photos showcasing our year: https://www.woodlandfederation.org.uk/winkleigh 

https://www.woodlandfederation.org.uk/winkleigh
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Spring through to summer is 
never the busiest time for 
YFC, especially with 
members being busy with 
silaging and harvest etc. 
However, we’ve still 

managed to achieve some accomplishments as 
we draw closer to the end of the YFC year. 

Most notably, Mary Lucas Ridge took home a 
major victory for Winkleigh – representing the 
club at national level and getting first prize in a 
fashion make and model competition. Mary is 
making full use of all the opportunities that YFC 
offers and is a credit to our club.  

The more creative members of the club 
(definitely not me!) got their heads together in 
May and constructed a show cubicle for the 
Devon County Show YFC tent. We had positive 
feedback from the show judges but unfortunately didn’t quite make podium 
position.  

Moving in to June, we met with Chulmleigh and Witheridge YFCs for a friendly 
rounders competition. This was held by kind permission of the Bonner Family at 
Burrington Beacon. It was great to socialise with Witheridge and Chulmleigh as they 
are in different groups to us so we rarely see each other, even though we are so close 
together. 

At the end of June, we held our annual cider and pasty quiz at Winkleigh Village Hall. 
This event was very well 
supported by local people in 
Winkleigh and I would like to 
thank everyone that came 
along and helped the event 
run so smoothly. Together 
we were able to raise 
£324.80 for charity – a great 
result.  

Finally, the Tarka group of 
Young Farmers held its 
yearly rally which was well 

Winkleigh YFC News 



49 
 

supported by members from Winkleigh – well done to all who took part in activities.   

By the next time I write the Distinctly Winkleigh update, the club will have had its 
annual general meeting – choosing club officers for the forthcoming year, 
formulating a new schedule of events and activities, and deciding on who our chosen 
charities will be for the money that we raise throughout the year – an exciting time 
of year for Young Farmers! 

For more information about our club or membership, feel free to call me on 07498 
972991 or find our Facebook group – Winkleigh YFC.   

Tim Laarveld (Social Secretary) 
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Gemma & Lauren are proud to 
share with you that Sueno Beauty 
now has a brand new premises: 
Pophams, Castle Street, Winkleigh, 
EX19 8HU. 

Sueno Beauty has grown so much in 
the last year and the time has now 
come for us to expand. From what 
started out as a small Massage and 
Holistic business 7 years ago above 
Changes Hair Salon, offering 
services one day a week to now 
being a FULL TIME Massage, Holistic 
& Beauty business, opening up our 
very own salon is an actual DREAM 
COME TRUE. 

As many of you know we aren’t just 
business partners, we are in fact 
sisters, sisters that have the same 
passion within the beauty sector 
and aspire every day to bring 
something to the village that allows 
people to step out of normality for 
an hour or so and indulge in some 
self-care.  

A small, family run business, in our 
home village with so much more to 
come but for now we cannot wait 
to welcome our lovely, amazing, 
current/new clients. 

Gemma & Lauren 
 
 
  

Sueno Beauty has MOVED!!! 
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Exciting times are ahead for Winkleigh's very own Britannia Sailing Trust, as we set 
sail on our crowdfunding countdown to Britannia's relaunch. Britannia's restoration 
journey has been a labour of love for over ten years, five years of them here in 
Winkleigh! Driven by the dedication of local volunteers and maritime enthusiasts like 
you. Now, we invite you to be an integral part of her revival. Together, we can raise 
the funds needed to complete the remaining restoration work and witness Britannia 

gracing the waters once again. 

Every penny helps, so tell all your 
friends about Britannia, ask them to 
help with a small donation and invite 
them down to see her arrival ceremony 
in Exeter on the 24th September. 
Relaunching Britannia after 10 years 
ashore - a Community crowdfunding 
project in Winkleigh by Kevin Cranston 
(crowdfunder.co.uk)  
Britannia's grand arrival at the Quay in 
Exeter is scheduled for the 24th 
September, and preparations are in full 
swing. This historic occasion will be a 
celebration of maritime tradition, 

community spirit, and the indomitable human will to preserve our heritage. 
However, you can see her being craned onto the lorry ready for her journey overland 
on Tuesday 19 September, starting at 8 am. Be sure to keep an eye on our social 
media channels and website for further updates on the launch event.  

Our esteemed trustee, John Thynne, has recently embarked on a memorable 
adventure in support of Britannia's relaunch: rowing down the River Thames in a 
vintage camping skiff. John has brought attention to our cause and symbolized the 

FAREWELL TO WINKLEIGH 

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/relaunching-britannia-after-10-years-ashore
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/relaunching-britannia-after-10-years-ashore
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/relaunching-britannia-after-10-years-ashore
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/relaunching-britannia-after-10-years-ashore
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courageous spirit of those who once navigated the waters aboard the majestic East 
Coast Sailing Smacks. His passion and commitment to Britannia's restoration 
continue to inspire us all. Read about his adventures on our website. 

Meanwhile, our dedicated chairman Kevin Cranston has pledged to swim 1000m in 
open water in support of our cause. Having only taken up serious swimming four 
weeks ago, Kevin's challenge is a considerable personal milestone. 

You can support both John and Kevin, as well as donating to our relaunch, on our 
crowdfunding page. All the money raised through all these causes goes to the 
same place - Britannia's relaunch. 
Expedition Thames - an Environment crowdfunding project in Winkleigh by Vicki 
Samuels (crowdfunder.co.uk) 
1,000 Metre Swim in Open Water - a Charities crowdfunding project in Stroud by 
Vicki Samuels (crowdfunder.co.uk) 

We would like to thank everyone here who has volunteered and helped us to get 
to this vital stage, and we really hope that you will continue to support us and visit 
us in Exeter when you can. 

Vicki Samuels (01837680036) 
www.Britanniasailingtrust.org 

 

 
 

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/expedition-thames
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/expedition-thames
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/1000-metre-swim
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/1000-metre-swim
http://www.britanniasailingtrust.org/
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It’s been a job to collect all these names but we would like to thank every volunteer 
and local business that helps to make Winkleigh Fair Week such a unique event.  

If we have missed you out of the honours list – we apologise profusely but you know 
who you are and without your help the fair would not have been the same….. 

In no particular order – we would like to thank: 

Kath McArthur, Peter Penny, Beth Williams, Gemma from Cotton & Wool for 
providing the Attendants T Shirts, Nicky & Andy Brewer, Kathy of Catkin Blooms 
for the lovey well-dressing and posies for the children, Staff at Winkleigh Primary 
School, Reverend Helen Blane, Debbie Kennard, Kevin Down and the Methodist 
Church, Margaret Bridgeman, Archie Bridgeman, Annie Saunders-Dawe, Tom & 
Colin (the BBQ Legends), Jamie Stewart for lending us the BBQs (again!) Jonny Cash 
& June Carter Tribute Duo, The Hummingbirds, Evolver, Rich at the Kings Arms for 
donating the cream teas & some booze, Sheryl Turner and the team at West Ridge 
Veterinary Practice, Toby at Ten Acres, Adam Buck (aka Bucky), the wonderful 
person that lets us use their garage every single year for storage, the Community 
Centre and the Village Hall for being such good sports at short notice, Dave & Nikki 
Stenson, Crediton Town Band, Winkleigh Morris, Tony Aston & Kay, Rob Baker (for 
his relentless bunting work every year!), Ryan Turner, Ash & Tracey at Seven Stars, 
Sarah Goody, Liz Hill, Helena Lewis & Jane Riches for making the wonderful new 
bunting, the parents and carers of the King & Queen and Attendants’ 

Winkleigh Fair Organising Group would like to thank…… 
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The Main Sponsors all of whom made donations to support the fair: 

 The Kings Arms (£300) 

 The Seven Stars (2nd Raffle Prize & further donation) 

 The Post Office (1st Raffle Prize) 

 Airfield Garage (£500) 

 Western Event Hire -for everything amazing that you do year-in, 
year-out 

 The Mad Butcher – for your amazing meat! 

 West Ridge Veterinary Practice 

 Mid Devon Motors (3rd Raffle Prize) 

 Winkleigh Village Hall Quiz Night 

 Allison Homes – (£367) 

Thank you to all the stall holders who reacted so well to the change of plans – you 
were superb! To those who live in the Square for moving their cars, allowing the 
bunting and generally being good sports and to every local business that displayed 
our posters and helped to sell raffle tickets! 
Most importantly….to you, the local folk who supported all the events…..and to 
every single one of you who braved the rain and partied the night away in the Square. 
You rocked it as we knew you would!!! 
From all of us at the Fair Organising Group…..THANK YOU!!!! 
Faye Tompkins / Julie Robinson / Liz Rooke/ Gareth Cowan / Cali Wray-McCann / 
Tony Kennard / Aly Leah / Ed Laarveld / Christine Newbury / Jane Riches / Jill Clarke 
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It was another week to remember as Fair Week helped to keep the folk of Winkleigh 
and the surrounding villages entertained! 

We kicked off in relative 
sunshine with the 
opening ceremony that 
was very well attended, 
so thank you all who 
made the effort to listen 
to Reverend Helen 
Blane’s blessing and 
witness the crowning of 
the King and Queen. 
Winkleigh Morris were 
superb with the horse-
dance a particular 
highlight and Crediton 
Town Band were superb 
– their rendition of 
Sweet Caroline being the 
real crowd-pleaser! 
[ED: See cover photo] 

Well done to the children 
of Winkleigh Primary 
School who were 
supremely patient and 
did a fantastic job…. Fair 
Queen was Emily Illman 

& Fair King was Marshall Lill both dutifully supported by their Attendants - Martha 
Rhodes, Ruby Cowan, Chloe Hill, Ben Palmer, Jayden Saunders & Isla Phillips.  

Winkleigh Fair Week Highlights 
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Monday saw the Dog Show battle the rain but it felt like we won in the end with lots 
of owners young and old putting on their waterproofs to make sure the show was a 
superb success. We don’t let a spot of rain spoil the fun! We even managed a BBQ 
which was a near miracle!  
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Tuesday night was Bingo Night and with our very own Aly Leah it was inevitably going 
to be a laugh-athon and it did not disappoint. Some great fun was had, some winners 
and some losers but in all, a brilliant, fun evening and that’s what it’s all about. 
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The Hummingbirds Trio were reduced to a duo for the Vintage Vehicle Show on 
Wednesday night but that did not stop them from putting on a brilliant show. Some 
amazing vehicles, a wonderful BBQ and lots of local support meant that the evening 
was a major success. Winners were: 1st Dan Shears, 2nd Phillip Burrows, and 3rd 
Archie Bridgeman. 
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The Village Quiz and Pudding Night was a sell-out and even those in last place 
seemed to have a fantastic night. Puddings were delicious and our Quizmaster was 
in supreme form! A brilliant night and thank you for those involved in making it 
happen. 

Fair Saturday was a challenge with lots of last-minute changes but we didn’t let the 
rain ruin our fun. The fancy dress competition made a welcome return, the games 
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were brilliant fun and the children seemed to have a great time – lots of smiles and 
sweets, what else could you want! The disco was a big hit as were the market stalls 
and cream teas and the BBQ went down a treat!  

The last-minute call to ‘go indoors’ proved to be the right one and after much last-
minute planning we got the bouncy-castle indoors and we even managed the 
traditional tug-o-war in the hall!! Well done everyone for making it happen! 

Jonny & June packed out the Seven Stars and many a song was accompanied by a 
hundred back-up singers – not all in tune but who cares!  

Evolver were outstanding – taking on the weather in fine spirit and playing on 
through the rain.  

Nothing quite hits the spot like Winkleigh villagers belting out ‘Livin’ on a Prayer’ in 
the pouring rain! Fantastic spirit shown by Evolver and everyone that was there….we 
salute every single one of you! 

Until next year…best wishes from the Fair Organising Group 
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Thanks to Harry Colgrave for building it 
free of charge and Southwest Fixings 
for supplying the materials. This is 
something we can all use.  

So if you have excess fruit veg or tinned 
goods you bought because it was buy 1 
get 1 free this is where you can share 
with others. It is at the Community 
Centre through the green gate. 

It is open to all; if you find you need 
something unusual or have left an item 
off your shopping list. Please check 
through your cupboards for things you 
haven't used (must be in date if 
relevant). Eggs go in the little top door if 
your chucks are laying too many for you. 
Fresh fruit and veg from overly 
abundant crops are also welcome. (Only 
things not to donate are fresh meat, 

milk, cream, yogurt, butter: fridge stuff - thank you). Support our village families AND 
check out when you are missing something you need. Excess Local produce and eggs 
from producers are welcome, Take what you are missing and remember to replace 
next time you pass.  

Winkleigh! Facebook Page 
[Editor’s Note: the bottles are non-alcoholic, so nothing alcoholic please!]  

STOP PRESS! Winkleigh has a Community Pantry! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2263961499/user/100008215895935/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUhK4YokPoNLIRAuNb5J8WEumL1y74xWcqPVvjHzk9d2w3wvpYNP1AkKDdyu7Syg3HcZTIVPVtztc8b9EG4hHKjHq2dB4JjrPRbExcIGOkVG8otOYSnxMkgv-8T_EWKdy1Y-N3zBJhc1ALVeQR2CgFMbMb8qGSmDTyZnDo9O8f9zckpNl-avJzelwqnAFF_a6Q&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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My “Naughty Saucy” Carrot - Jennie GILL 
 

I've grown some lovely Carrots here in Devon 

And they grow to a very good size 

But I think the one in the photo below 

Certainly wins First Prize! 
 

The others each side have grown long and thick 

The variety is known as “Flyaway” 

But I think my naughty, saucy, carrot 

Has just grown and grown in his own different way! 
 

I haven't the heart to eat him 

So I've put him in a pretty pot, 

He's wilting with each day that passes 

But he's made everyone laugh & smile a lot ! 
 

I hope he makes YOU smile too!! 
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The Winkleigh Dragon by Bobby Carter (age 8)  
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Solution on Page 69  

APPENDIX HEART LUNGS 

ARM KIDNEYS RIBS 

BRAIN KNEE SPINE 

ELBOW LEG TOES 

FINGERS LIVER TONGUE 

Word Search 
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Solution on Page 69 

(Sudoku puzzles are provided by www.sudokuoftheday.com)  

Sudoku Puzzle 

http://www.sudokuoftheday.com/
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Puzzle Solutions 
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Like the autumn edition of Distinctly Winkleigh in 2022, production of this one has 
been delayed again as I have had to take some time away from my keyboard recently 
for a long-awaited health procedure to be done at last. Everything went well pending 
a further check-up, but I now have to take things easy for a while.  

As you will have read in the centre pages, the Winkleigh Society still needs to recruit 
a new Editor to take over as soon as possible, perhaps someone bringing new ideas 
and a different approach to DW. The role can be interesting and rewarding, although 
things can be a bit hectic at times! Please do get in touch if you want to find out more 
or have a no obligation chat about what is involved. 

The other major event this year has been the annual Winkleigh Fair which saw very 
mixed weather once again. However everyone carried on regardless in good spirits 
despite the rain, as they usually do and a good time was had by all. Of course none 
of it would have been possible if a willing group of volunteers had not got together 
to organise everything; they deserve our thanks for all their hard work.  

The deadline for the autumn edition will be noon on Monday 6th November. 

Publication and distribution of DW88 is planned for the end of November.  

Please don’t wait until the last minute to send us articles! 
After all ‘the early bird usually catches the worm’ (and makes life easier!) 

And Finally ……… 
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